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A MESSAGE FROM THE SEA. 


What is the theme entrancing and eternal 
The wild waves sing,— 

What is the message fraught with life ee 
Their voices bring? 


From what far shore of more than earthly beauty 
Are dreams set free, 

To waken thoughts of hope, and love, and duty, 
Beside the sea? 


What mighty One, in this sweet solemn fashion, 
Has wrought His will,— 

Bidding the angry pulse of human passion 
Grow calm and still? 


And what the message, wonderful yet tender, 
His lips have given, 

Thus to be hurled in wild barburic splendor 
To earth from heaven? 


Be Still, my soul, nor question thus so blindly 
The hidden word, 

Till by the love that speaks in silence, kindly 
Thy depths are stirred. 


And know, that for himself must each dissever 
The thoughts that start, 

Beating through this grand monotone forever, 
From God’s great heart! 

—Transcript. 
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For The Sailors’ Magazine. 
THE SHELTER SIGNAL OF THE CROSS. 


The following sonnet is from the pen of Mr. Joan S. Pierson, who has throug 
many years of devoted service done so much to aid the Society’s efforts for the me 
of the sea. It might stand as, in some sense, a description of his own work; for by h 
skill and energy in the distribution of the Bible and of Christian literature he hi 
lifted high and upheld on many a wild shore and far-withdrawn island and on tl 
ship’s deck upon many a heaving sea, the shelter signal of the cross. 


A little chapel on that rocky shore 
Of six huge stones was rudely edified, 
Just out of reach of the advancing tide, 
Up to the very threshold of whose door 
Ravened the toiling breakers evermore; 
Yet not a single drop e’er dashed inside, : 
To wet the conch upon the rocky floor, 
Or the wine-cruse with bread-loaf by its side, 
Placed by the good lord of that stormy coast 
For shipwrecked mariners struggling from the brine, 
All bruised and battered, ship and comrades lost, 
Up to the steadfast radiance of that sign 
That, o’er a world of waters tempest-tost, 
Signalled that shelter far—the Cross Divine. 


JOHN S. PIERSON. 


A SONG OF THE NAVY. 


We steamed out of dock in the Nancy— 
Revolutions one hundred and three; 
She’s the best subdivided, I fancy, 
Of any flat iron at sea. 
So farewell to the wharf that we coaled at, 
To sweethearts and wives, for, indeed, 
We’ve coal for ten days in our bunkers, 
Af our most economical speed. 
For sailors were born to be stokers, 
And handle a shovel below, 
With an inch and a-half on the gauges, 
In the dark, where the furnaces glow. 


When we near went ashore in the Narrows, 
We thought it was up with us all; 
For the sea it was running in mountains, 
And the night lay as black as a pall; 
But we switched on the dynamo circuit, 
And a six-thousand-candle-power ray 
Showed the sea and the shore and the breakers 
As bright as if it were day. 
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For sailors were born electricians, 
To live at the end of a wire— 
‘Are you there—in the turret?” 
‘Aye, aye, sir”; 
E “Are you there?—Starboard Battery, fire!” 


And though it’s ‘‘ Old Navy ” no longer, 
But boilers, and stokers, and steel, 
And the ship is a box of contraptions 
From her fighting-top down to her keel; 
And though the plain sailor-man’s done for, 
And Jack, when his officers call, 
Must serve in a score of odd trades—why 
He just will be Jack of them all. 
For sailors were born to be handy 
At any job under the sun; 
And they say what a bluejacket can’t do 
Ain’t very much worth doing at all. 


—Scarlet and Blue. 


EDITORIAL PARAGRAPHS. 


‘Dr GILLESPIE, one of the secretaries of the Presbyterian Board of 
oreign Missions, recently in an address complained that pastors were 
erhaps the chief obstacle to the success of foreign missions by reason 
{ their indifference, and named as the cause of indifference their 
failure to grasp the missionary teaching and to imbibe the mission- 
*y spirit of the word of God, and at the same time a failure to catch 
1e significance of the providential movements of this missionary cen- 
ary.” Many pastors have weak churches, barely able to keep the wolf 
rom the door, and many unable to do that. Many are unable to 
aspond to the claims of the denomination, which are put first, and 
any are just able to do that and nothing more. With all the excep- 
ons that are named or imagined, however, there is a measure of truth 
1 Dr. GitLEspin’s charge. As preachers are under divine orders to 
reach the gospel, whether men will hear or forbear, they are also 
bliged by their commission to teach the duty and privilege of fur- 
ishing the sinews of war to the sacramental host. If they were more 
bedient to the spirit of their commission, by degrees indifference 
rould give place to interest, and the streams of benevolence would 
ow in fuller measure. 

Given a pastor, for example, who never mentions sailors in his pub- 
ic prayers and addresses, it would be strange if his people did not for- 
et their existence. Given a pastor who does not see the sailor in the 
rord of God, and does not realize his providential agency in advanc- 
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ing the kingdom of Christ, it would be natural for his people even t 
lag behind him in stupid disregard of the light that is flashing int 
eyes open to receive it. Commerce is a complex thing and enfolds 
world of meaning to the student of providential movements. Pasto 
are the very men to get at that meaning, to become inspired by it, t 
grow eloquent in the utterance of it, and to beget their own knowl 
edge and feeling in the minds and hearts of their hearers. To preac 

ing the gospel let them add the description of the world’s need of i 
and the efforts made to meet it; taking up the subject in sections, 1 
them not forget that vast fragment, the men of the sea, and fee 
through and through and make others feel what it means to Chris 
and His cause to have millions of men travelling agents of His Churel 
If pastors get that thought into the heads and hearts of their peopl 
the response will surprise them. But if the pastor cares little, t 
people will care less. 


In the Lire Boat for February correspondence was printed showin 
the interest of Southern children in making comfort bags for seame 
Chaplain Jonn M. Woon, of the Navy Yard, New York, has sent o 
large numbers of bags and has stimulated the Chicago Christian H 
deavor Union to do the same on the lakes. The following extract 
from the letters of lake sailors show their appreciation of them : 


May God bless you for your kind remembrance of an old sailor. Your selectic: 
of the articles in this little bag is truly wonderful; they will be very useful to 
for I am a great hand for repairing my clothes. You and all those dear you 
people engaged in this Christian work will be remembered in my prayers. 


Another: I am extremely thankful for the present you have sent me and I shi 
use the little Testament as you wished, and shall always think there is some o 
thinks of the old sailors and their little needs. 


Another: 1 thank you for the courtesy you have shown me while a stranger i 
your city. <A part of its contents have been used to relieve the suffering of othe: 
and at the very moment when most needed. Often perused are the contents of tl! 
beautiful word of God, 


Another: Let me say right here I have seen a good many comfort bags that hay 
been given out among sailors in different parts of the world by good Christian peopl: 
but I never saw any to compare with this one. It will be one year the 25th of Augu 
since God saved me. I ask an interest in your prayers that I may be kept steadfa: 
in the way, for I am very weak. 


Another: Sailors I know are looked upon by many as a rough and vulgar clas 
but there are many that are good and true men and were brought up in Christia 
families. There is a right and wrong way to touch the hearts of sailors, and sui 
acts as you and the society are doing will do mcre gocd than anything else towar 
redeeming them. Your letter is a beautiful one and I have read it a dozen ti 
aver, 


oly 
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nother testified that four years ago he was given a comfort bag at Cob Dock in 
le Brooklyn Navy Yard, made by a little girl fourteen years old, of Providence, 
_ I. He replied to her kind letter and read the Testament through and resolved 

lead a Christian life. Thus this sailor was saved through the agency of the 
Silent Missionary.” 


. following was written to Mrs, EH, O. Morrert, of Ulsterville, 
fs are gn of a comfort bag : 


We all have good reason to thank God for His mercies unto us in delivering us 
m a watery grave and giving us another chance to walk in His ways. I quite 
“ree with you as to the value of that precious book, the New Testament, or I should 
y the whole Bible. My friend can rest assured that I will peruse it diligently, and 
trust that I shall find comfort in it, although I am sorry to say that I have been a 
vekslider ; still the services and prayer meetings conducted here by Capt. DoLLaR 
ve comforted me, and I am sure that I feel-happier in myself every day, when I 
that which I know to be right and godly. I must close this letter with best wishes 
r success to my kind friends in their missions among those that plough the sea, 
id may they be the means of bringing many to God and helping many a sailor to 
alk in the narrow path. Again thanking you for your kindness. May God bless 
fe AMERICAN SEAMEN’s F'R1END Society and all who labor for the sailors’ welfare. 


The following was received by Mrs. A. E. Backus, of Schenectady: 
Iam very thankful to see that we have some dear friends trying to do us good. 
sa rule sailors have got a great many enemies, I thank you very much for the 
yg. I shall put your letter in my berth, where [ can put my hand on it. 

‘But the Sartors’ MAGAZINE cannot print a tithe of the letters 
lors write in grateful appreciation of comfort bags. 


‘Loan Lipraries. The master of the schooner Walter M. Young 
ig of No. 7,675: 


I take much pleasure in thanking you for use of the present library and wish to 
y that,we take much pleasure in reading the books so kindly furnished. They 
n only be appreciated by those who know what lonesome and idle hours are passed 


ithout reading of any kind on board. 


‘The master of the brigantine Hdward H. Hutchings writes of No. 
196 : 


I feel it my duty to write a few lines to thank your Society for the library which 
as taken out of my vessel a few days ago and replaced by No. 9,375. The last 
rary was on board over one year and read with pleasure by myself and crew. 
our Society has taken a great interest in the seafaring life and done great good. I 
ype the givers will feel that they have spent their money in a good cause. May 
od bless the donors and may they receive their reward when He numbers His 
wels, 


The master of the schooner Hattie H. Barbour writes of No. 9,681 : 


I found it when I took charge, and have read the books with great pleasure and 
0 the officers and crews that I have had. Iam much pleased to get a chance.to 
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exchange for another library and get so much valuable reading, and the next op 


will be duly appreciated. 


The wife of the captain of the schooner Carrie A. Bucknam write 


of No. 9,825 : 


One of your libraries has been on board for the past year. It was thoroughly ree 
by myself and many of the men from different crews. é 
by us all, and in many cases do much good. Accept my thanks both for the 0. 
library and the new one, and God bless the donors. 


The master of the schooner Wentworth writes of No. 9,868 : 


The library was on board when I joined her in May, 1897. I have read the mo 
jority of the books myself, and on Sabbath mornings gave them out to the crew. 
ean say that myself and officers have enjoyed them, and also the crew. 
libraries are a means of good to seamen, in fact I would not care to go a voya 


without one. 


The master of the schooner Hagle Wing writes of No. 9,916: 


I think the men have enjoyed the books, as they have read a great many of the 
during the voyage, the crew being a very good, sober set of men. 


The master of the bark Hudora writes of No. 10,227 : 


Will you kindly thank the donors, and inform them that the books were read 
highly appreciated by both officers and crew. 
exchange them for a different library, as Iam about entering on another voyage 
Australia. Thanking you for past favors. 


For The Sailors’ Magazine. 


REMINISCENCES OF A SAILOR. 


BY ALBERT REMICK, 


Early in July, 1854, I joined the 
new ship Sierra Nevada, Captain 
Penhallow, for a voyage around 
Cape Horn to Callao, Peru, thence 
to the Chincha Islands and to 
Hampton Roads for orders. From 
my earliest recollection I had a 
strong desire to go to sea, till fi- 
nally ill health decided me to try 
the effect of it. The captain ad- 
vised me to ship regularly as a boy 
before the mast and not as a pass- 
enger, and if I was sick he would 
take me into the cabin and care 
for me. 

When we got on deck of the 
ship from the small row boat I 
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The books were appreciat 


T know th 


I shall be greatly obliged if you won 


told the first mate my object i 
going to sea, and that I wanted i 
learn all I could so that if I cox 
tinued the sea life I might beco 
an officer. The mate told me Ii 
would do his best to teach me nav 
igation. Our future bedrooms coi 
sisted of rough board bunks pu 
up between decks, as we had 

cargo; and the boys (ten of u 
being by ourselves were kept awe 
from the forecastle. This was c 
tainly not very inviting, but 

were so full of the enthusiasm 
going to sea we were willing | 
take everything as we found i 
Our table was the ship’s deck, ar 


; 
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a chairs were our chests, and 
“ter supper we turned in for the 
ight. 
_ Next morning early we were set 
» work slushing and tarring the 
igging; nice work for hands that 
d been accustomed to handle 
ne wares of a jewelry store! On 
unday morning we were called 
n deck at an early hour to wash 
ecks. Some used large holy stones 
d others small stones which the 
ailors called prayer-books. This 
ercise took until seven o’clock, 
then we were allowed to go to 
reakfast. About 7.30 we turned 
9 again in loosing the topgallant 
opsails, fore and mainsails, laid 
ut the halyards ready for hoist- 
ag, got the cluelines and bunt- 
nes ready to let go, then the 
heets and down-hauls overhauled 
nd ready to be manned, and rigged 
he windlass ready to man. We 
ad only half our crew of able sea- 
aen and the boys were as much 
n the way as useful, but finally 
verything was ready. 
_ As soon as the men were gotten 
n board from the steam-tug with 
heir chests and bags, and the 
wners had made their last fare- 
vells to the captain and officers, 
he order was given to weigh an- 
hor and we commenced to heave 
+ the windlass with a shanty song. 
{4s soon as the anchor was started 
ve hauled up the jib, then the 
oresail and foretopsail were hauled 
ip and sheeted home; then the 
naintopsail, then the mizzentop- 
ail and spanker, then the foretop- 
allantsail, main and mizzen; then 
he anchor was up and made fast 
n position to remain for a long 
ime, and we. were fairly under 


vay. 

During all this time we had lit- 
le opportunity to look back to 
ake a farewell glimpse of familiar 
bjects as one by one they faded 
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away in the distance, till at last 
the land itself was lost to view and 
we were away on the ocean sail- 
ing. Everything was so new, ex- 
citing and interesting in obeying 
orders as they were given, that we 
hardly took account of the fine 
speed we were making. I had been 
at work in the after part of the 
ship during the afternoon and had 
not noticed the motion and did 
not realize that we were way out 
on the ocean till four bells struck, 
which was the signal for quitting 
work. Then I went forward and 
to my surprise the nine boys were 
around the forecastle deck all sick, 
and the sight of them made me 
join their ranks, and for three 
days I was very seasick. 

As is the custom on ships going 
to sea, at six o’clock all hands 
were called aft to the quarter deck 
to be called off into two watches; 
the first mate choosing, then the 
second mate, through the able sea- 
men, then the ordinary seamen, 
then the boys. I was the first boy 
chosen by the first mate and there- 
fore was in the first mate’s watch, 
and my chum was in the same 
watch. After the watches were 
chosen I found we had a crew of 
thirty able seamen, six ordinary 
seamen, ten boys, four mates, one 
boatswain, one cook, one carpen- 
ter, one steward, one stewardess, 
and one captain. 

While we boys were all more or ° 
less seasick, it seemed the boat- 
swain’s principal duty to keep us 
moving, coming for us when watch 
was called and making us get out 
sick or not. I thought to myself 
“‘ Old fellow, it is your turn now, 
but if I ever catch you on shore 1 
will pay you for all the trouble and 
annoyance you have caused me.” 
But of course that was his duty, 
and we were all the better for his 
continual prodding. After the 
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third day all feeling of seasickuess 
left me and I had difficulty to get 
enough to eat. It was a novel 
feeling to find myself out on the 
ocean, a regular sailor boy, eat- 
ing ship’s food, of which we had 
plenty, and feeling perfectly well. 
I gained strength rapidly. 

Among the able-bodied seamen 
was a Frenchman, who had been 
stolen from a Russian brig in Bos- 
ton harbor by those amiable gen- 
try called boarding house runners. 
They induced this man to desert 
his vessel with promise of rum, 
made him drunk, shipped him on 
our ship, drew his two months’ 
advance pay, as was the custom 
then for long voyages, and brought 
him off to our ship beastly drunk. 
He had only a sailor’s large bag, 
with one pound of tobacco, not a 
stitch of clothing except what he 
stood in, and without a cent of 
money. ‘This illustrates the cus- 
tom of shipping agents and mas- 
ters of ships. The master has no 
authority to refuse the men that 
are shipped, but must take them 
without regard to their qualifica- 
tions. Of the crew brought from 
New York one man was seventy- 
five years old, with eyesight so bad 
he could not read the compass and 
could not take his trick at the 
wheel, and could not go off the 
deck. Three others of the New 
York crew, who were shipped as 
able seamen, had never been to 
sea, except to cross the ocean as 
steerage passengers. These men 
had been told in New York that 
they were going to Baltimore and 
could work their way, helping to 
cook and do general work, but 
when they came on board the ship 
and found they were bound on a 
long voyage, they went aft to the 
captain and with tears in their 
eyes begged to be put ashore; but 
the captain told them they must 
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make the best of it. As these ma 
could not speak English they ha 
a sorry prospect before them. T 
Frenchman chirped up, took hog 
of a rope to pull when others m 
tioned him to do so, and wy 
cheerful; by mending shoes for tk 
sailors he also gained their favo 
The two Germans were downhear 
ed and surly. One, a very té 
man, would occasionally sleep ove 
his watch until aroused by sont 
of the men, and that would occy 
sion a fight, as he did not know | 
was his duty to get up when th 
watch was called; also he wouj 
hide away to shirk duty; all 
which eaused him more troubi 
and bad treatment, until final 
on the twelfth day out he was mB 
to be found. The ship was seare: 
ed thoroughly but no trace of hii 
was ever found. It is supposes 
he jumped overboard, as we ney 
saw him again. The other Ge 
man tried to do all he could, by 
on the voyage home he fell dow 
the forecastle deck stairs, and wi 
unable to do a stroke of work ti 
balance of the voyage. 

To illustrate the working of th 
evil practice of shipping men 
fit for the work; the first time v 
were called to shorten sail, out + 
a crew of forty-six men and bow 


royal to take in sail. 
proud to be able to handle the sas 
with the direction and assistans. 
of one of the able seamen. Wil! 
the ship rolling in a heavy sea’ 
is a very different matter to hol 
on and work than it appears whil 
the ship is at the wharf. | 
I remember after being five ¢| 
six days out a remark of one 
the two boys we had from the eas} 
ern shore of Maryland: < Bill,. 
didn’t know we had. to keep : 


ork like this all the time. I sup- 
psed after we had got the ship 
t to sea and all sails set, we 
juld then sit down and see her 
.” I have noticed that when men 
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get started in business they want 
to sit down and see it go, instead 
of hustling as the successful mer- 
chant does. 

(To be continued.) 
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JAPANESE SEAMEN. 
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K 
‘Forty millions of people in Ja- 
sn have no intelligent knowledge 
the way of salvation. It is hard- 
an exaggeration to say that one 
irson out of every five in the em- 
re is associated directly with life 
i board boats or ships. Hight 
illions of people make a large 
wish. From the most primitive 
all craft—the hollowed - out 
unk of a tree—to the finest man- 
-war afloat, is a great stretch. 
ll the boats and vessels included 
this parenthesis bear the men 
ho with their wives and children 
rm our parish. If it is the way 
God’s appointing we should be 
joiced to see evangelists raised 
» out of the heart of these mil- 
ns. 
Japanese fishermen are a hardy 
t of men and simple-minded. 
hey believe in gods of the sea. 
hat fishing community where no 
mple is found isa rare one. Even 
| the sailing craft themselves are 
be seen diminutive shrines, re- 
inding you of the sailors in 
nah’s vessel, who cried every 
an unto his god when the tem- 
st lay heavy on them. 
The Ainu people of Yezo stand 
their amui on the shore in 
mt of their beached fishing 
ats. The kamui are short sticks 
ittled at the upper end, with 
2 curling shavings left unsever- 
Probably these amu are not 
ked upon as gods themselves 
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but rather as indicating the place 
where the gods are. The Japanese 
deep sea sailors and crews of small- 
er coast steamers have less super- 
stition, but, generally speaking, 
no especial religion. Casual ac- 
quaintance with the navy men has 
induced in the writer respect for 
this portion of the seafaring pop- 
ulation. But there is one need 
and one gospel; and direct work 
for sailors is yet only in its day of 
beginnings. 


————+21+2—__ 


You see yonder ship. After a 
long voyage, it has neared the 
haven, but is much injured; the 
sails are rent to ribbons, and it-is 
in such a forlorn condition that it 
cannot come up to the harbor;{a 
steam tug is pulling it in with the 
greatest possible difficulty. That 
is like the righteous being “‘scarce- 
ly saved.” But do you see that 
other ship? It has made a pros- 
perous voyage; and now, laden to 
the water’s edge, with the sails all 
up and with the white canvas fill- 
ed with the wind, it rides into the 
harbor joyously and nobly. ‘That 
is an ‘‘abundant entrance;” and 
if you and I are helped by God’s 
Spirit to add to our faith, virtue, 
and so on, we shall have at the 
last an ‘‘abundant entrance into 
the kingdom of our Lord Jesus 
Christ.”—C. H, Spurgeon. 
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SKETOI OF THE SEAMEN’S FRIEND SOCIETY OF 
NORFOLK, VA. 


[At the semi-centennial celebration of the Norfolk Society on Fe 
ruary 14, 1876, the Rev. EH. N. Crane read the following skete 
which is so full and complete to that date, that it is reproduced frog 
the Sartors’ MacazINnz, April, 1876, as one of the series of sketchi 
of the missions of this Society now appearing in this Magazine. Hn 


The first and only record of a 
Seamen’s Friend Society in Nor- 
folk, previous to the present or- 
ganization that we have been able 
to fiad, is in the files of the Amer- 
ican Beacon and Norfolk and 
Portsmouth Advertiser, where on 
February 4, 1825, is reported ‘‘A 
meeting held January 21st preced- 
ing at the house of Rev. Noah Da- 
vis, pastor of this (Cumberland 
Street Baptist) church, at which 
was formed a Seamen’s Friend So- 
ciety for the propagation of the 
gospel among seamen in this port.” 
An executive committee of fifteen 
was appointed—the Rev. Noah 
Davis, chairman; William Carline, 
treasurer, and Joseph DeCormis, 
secretary. 

A notice appeared in the Bea- 
con of Saturday, January 22, 1825, 
that ‘‘the Rev. Mr. Davis would 
preach to seamen next day, at 3 
o'clock, in Kay’s sail loft on South- 
gate wharf,” and was repeated the 
following week. How long this 
service was continued, or what the 
Society accomplished, does not ap- 
pear. 

Fifty years ago to-night, on this 
very spot, in this very house, and 
probably nearly at this very hour, 
the present Norfolk Seamen’s 
Friend Society was organized. Its 
minutes are extant from the be- 
ginning—the earlier records being 
written by hands long since mold- 
ered to dust. The record of the 
first meeting is as follows: 

‘‘Norfolk, Va. A meeting was 
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held February 14, 1826, accordii 
to previous arrangement, at ttf 
Cumberland Street Baptist mee 
ing-house to take into consider 
tion the necessity and expedien: 
of making an effort in the port) 
Norfolk for the spiritual good - 
seamen. After the assembly, whia 
was numerous and respectable, hi 
met, the services were commence: 
by singing a hymn. 

“The Rev. Dr. French, of tt 
Methodist Church, prayed for t4 
divine blessing on the proceeding 

“The Rev. Dr. French was cas 
ed to the chair. 

““The Rey. Mr. Kolloch, of @& 
Presbyterian Church, offered ti 
following resolution, accompanii 
by an address: 

“Resolved, That it is expediet 
to make an effort in this port | 
ameliorate the spiritual conditi: 
of seamen. 

“«The resolution was adopted. 

“<The Rev. H. W. Ducachet,, 
the Episcopal Church, then @ 
dressed the meeting, explained as 
enforced the plan, and offered 
constitution, which was unat 
mously adopted.” 

‘<The abundance of the sea shi 
be converted unto thee.” Isai 
xo. 

This was doubtless intended} 
be the motto of the Society. —_| 

Then follows the constitutia' 
which is similar to that of kind 
societies. 

A board of managers was ele: 
ed consisting of a president a 


) 
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enty four other members (from 
‘ich the other officers were 
osen) six from each of the four 
arches then in Norfolk, viz.: 
ptist, Episcopal, Methodist and 
exbyterian, including the pas- 
§ of each, thus insuring for the 
ntrol of the Society a true cath- 
c, evangelical Christianity, the 
inciple upon which most reli- 
dus societies in behalf of seamen 
ve been founded, and upon 
1ich this Society has always act- 


The roll of this original board 
managers, elected on the nomi- 
tion of the Rev. Noah Davis, of 
e Baptist Church, is as follows: 
Robert Soutter, president; cap- 
n Richard Drummond and cap- 
n James Gilbert, vice-presi- 
nts; captain Robert Hatton, 
asurer; Rev. Noah Davis, sec- 
ary; Rev. John French, ° Rev. 
epherd K. Kolloch, Rev. Henry 
, Ducachet, Oney S. Dameron, 
ptain Angus Martin, William 
axxwell, Daniel G. Fisk, Hardy 
mndren, captain Robert HE. 
eed, James Nimmo, captain 
mes Hamilton, Robert C. Jen- 
igs, George Finch, George Row- 
1d, Thomas L. Robertson, Wil- 
m Carline, Walter Ross, Joseph 
Cormis, John Black, Jeremiah 
ndren. 

Of this roll not one now sur- 
eS. 

At the first meeting of the board 
managers, held February 20, 
26, by-laws were adopted, and 
» board divided into four work- 
y committees of five each, and 
minister attached to each who 
re appointed preachers of the 
ciety. 

Che Bethel flag presented by the 
thel Union of New York City 
the previous Society was hand- 
over to this Society by the Rev. 
ah Davis, and committed to the 
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secretary with instructions to cause 
it to be hoisted at proper seasons. 

The first religious services under 
the auspices of this Society appear 
from the preliminary arrange- 
ments to have been held in the 
second story of captain Richard 
Drummond’s warehouse, the ef- 
fort to procure the use of a room 
in the Custom House having fail- 
ed. 

On February 23, the board pro- 
vided for the purchase of tracts to 
distribute among seamen, and on 
April 21 resolved that the Society 
become auxiliary to the AMERICAN 
SEAMENS FRIEND SocIETY by 
complying with the conditions re- 
quired, and the Rev. Noah Davis 
was delegated to represent the So- 
ciety at the next annual meeting 
of the national organization. 

Preaching to seamen seems to 
have been supplied by the city pas- 
tors in rotation nntil December 14, 
1826, when the Rev. Dr. French 
was appointed stated preacher for 
three months, but failed to keep 
the appointment for want of a 
suitable place in which to hold ser- 
vices; therefore, at a meeting of 
the board held April 24, 1827, the 
project of building a Mariners’ 
Church was introduced and dis- 
cussed, and a resolution adopted 
that it was ‘‘expedient to begin 
the effort.” 

This was the first step toward 
establishing a Bethel in Norfolk. 

On July 26 1827, Lieut, Charles 
W. Skinner, U. S. N., was elected 
a@ manager in place of the Rev. 
Noah Davis, resigned, and ap- 
pointed on a committee with the 
president, Robert Soutter, and the 
Rev. Dr. French, to select a site 
for a Mariners’ Church, and on 
April 28, 1828, a committee was 
appointed to estimate the cost of 
a suitable brick building for the 
purpose, to seat 500 or 600. This 
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project, however, seems not to have 
succeeded at that time, nor for a 
number of years after. February 
9, 1832, the Rev. Mr. Kennedy, 
city missionary, was appointed by 
the board to preach to the marin- 
ers. How long this arrangement 
continued does not appear. From 
this point no record appears on 
the minutes for several years, 
showing a suspension of the oper- 
ations of the Society, 

The next record is of a meeting 
held January 8, 1839, at the house 
of Capt. C. K. Stribling, U.S. N., 
who was elected a manager, and 
appointed on a committee with the 
Rev. Jeremiah Hendren, to ex- 
amine into a bequest left to the 
Society by the late Capt. James 
Hamilton. At this meeting Joseph 
DeCormis was appointed secretary, 
which office he held in the former 
Society in 1825, in place of the 
Rey. S. K. Kolloch, resigned. 
Mr. William D. Bagnall was ap- 
pointed treasurer. 

The Mariners’ Church project, 
though long delayed, was not aban- 
doned. Funds were gradually ac- 
cumulating, and on December 11, 
1840, the board appointed a build- 
ing committee to select a site for, 
and estimate the cost of, a suita- 
ble brick building for the purpose, 
and report as soon as practicable. 
A board of trustees, consisting of 
Messrs. G. W. Paul, G. W. Camp 
and J. I’. Soutter, was appointed 
to attend to all the financial affairs 
of the Society. 

The building committee report- 
ed July 30, 1842, that after various 
negotiations they had agreed to 
purchase a lot on Wide Water St. 
for $800. The report was adopted 
and a committee appointed to col- 
lect funds for the building. 

The death of the president, 
Robert Soutter, Sr., (July 24, 
1842), was announced at this meet- 
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ing, and suitable resolutions pei 
ed. In the church, and in be 
ness circles, and in public esteey 
none stood higher than he, a 
none have been more lamented... 
At the next meeting, soon aft 
plans for the Mariners’ Chun 
were presented and one selecte 
and Messrs. James D. Johnso 
James T. Soutter, George — 
Camp, and Benjamin Pollag 
were appointed a committee to « 
deavor to get the Society incory 
rated by the State Legislatu. 
which they accomplished, and | 
January 27, 1843, the Norfolk && 
men’s Friend Society was orgar 
ed under its charter by a major 
of its members assembled in 1} 
Cumberland St. Baptist Chure’ 
where the first organization tal 
place, and where almost all 
public meetings have been he 
Dr. Nathan C. Whitehead, w 
had been elected a manager 1 
cember 9, 1842, and chosen pref 
dent in place of Mr. Soutter, | 
ceased, until the next annual el! 
tion of officers, was in the chai 
The charter granted by the JJ 
gislature and ‘‘ Rules and Regu 
tions” in accordance with it wi 
adopted, and Tazewell Tayli 
Lieut. Arthur Sinclair, U. 8S. 7 
and the Rev. Mr. Robinson, of # 
Baptist Church, the duly appoij 
ed committee, nominated a bogs 
of managers for the ensuing yee 
Viz. 
Dr. Nathan C. Whitehead, pr: 
ident; Capt. Charles W. Skinne 
U. S. N., and Capt. James 
bert, merchant marine, vice- pre} 
dents; William D. Bagnall, tre 
urer; Joseph De Cormis, secreta 
Samuel W. Paul, Dr. Ralph I 
gers, John M. Nash, Benjan 
Pollard, John Ridley, Capt. C. | 
Stribling, U. 8. N., Dr. Geo 
Wilson, Lewis Salusbury. Jar 
D. Johnson, Alexander Bell, | 
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Bucktrout, James T. Soutter, 
‘istopher Hall, Geo. W. Camp, 
§. Rockwell, Rev. Jeremiah 
adren, Rey. Arthur Oooper, 
er P. Mayo, Thomas D. Toy 
_ Rev. J. E. Joyner, who were 
sted without a dissenting voice. 
ly three of these were on the 
rinal board of managers seven- 
a years previous, Capt. James 
bert, Joseph De Cormis and 
Rev. Jeremiah Hendren. 

‘hat the ladies of Norfolk be- 
1e at this time actively inter- 
xd in the seamen’s cause appears 
n the fact found recorded in 
| files of the Norfolk Herald, 
+ in 1843 they held a fair in the 
yons of Walters’s Hotel (since 
royed by fire) to aid the Mar- 
rs’ Church erection fund, which 
ted $1,438 50. 

essrs. Pollard, Bucktrout, 
itter, Johnson, and Tazewell 
ylor were about this time ap- 
mted a committee of finance to 
‘ise ways and means to erect the 
‘posed church. 

“he ceremony of laying the cor- 
_ stone took place on the national 
hiversary, July 4, 1843; the day 
og ushered in with salutes from 
) Norfolk Light Artillery Blues 
i the United States vessels in 
| harbor. 

Jn March 7, 1845, steps were 
ven to elect a chaplain and pro- 
ie for his support, and the build- 
* committee was instructed to 
uire in reference to vacant lots 
joining the Mariners’ Church 
,a Sailors’ Home, and on April 
-ollowing the Rev. William Reed 
3 elected chaplain for three 
inths. He served six months, 
en the board failing to comply 
h his request to form a regular 
shel church organization, he 
igned, and on November 18 fol- 
jing the Rev. William H. Starr, 
the M. K. Church, was elected 
plain. 
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On the 18th of April, 1846, the 
Norfolk Female Seamen’s Aid So- 
ciety (of the existence of which 
this is the first record I have as 
yet been able to find) sent a com- 
munication to the board of man- 
agers, offering to co-operate in sus- 
taining a Sailors’ Home, which it 
was contemplated to establish in 
Norfolk, and Mr. James D. John- 
son was appointed to wait on the 
Ladies’ Society and learn their 
views and obtain from other 
sources such information as might 
be pertinent to the subject. 

On the 18th of July following 
the Ladies’ Society offered to be 
responsible for $150 annually for 
the rent of the house selected by 
the Norfolk Seamen’s Friend So- 
ciety and occupied as a Seamen’s 
Home by Mr. Childs, who was 
thereupon elected superintendent 
of the Seamen’s Home for one 
year from January 1, 1844; but 
Mr. Childs withdrew from the en- 
gagement before that time, and 
the project failed. 

The next annual meeting of the 
Society was held in the Cumber- 
land Street Baptist Church, May 
8, 1848, president Dr N.C. White- 
head in the chair. The board of 
managers elected were: Dr. Na- 
than C. Whitehead, president; 
Rey. Arthur Cooper, Dr. George 
Wilson, vice-presidents; William 
D. Bagnall, treasurer; Thomas D. 
Toy, secretary. Hight new man- 
agers appeared on the roll, viz.: 
Richard B. Wright, J. G. H. Hat- 
ton, Lieut. R. B. Pegram, U. S. 
N., Seth March, Richard Capron, 
George F. Anderson, Harrison 
Robertson, N. H. Williams, mem- 
bers. 

The name of the last one of the 
original managers, the Rev. Jere- 
miah Hendren, so regularly en- 
rolled at the meetings of the board, 
disappears from the record after 
November 18, 1845. 
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The Mariners’ Church was de- 
stroyed in the great conflagration 
which devastated that portion of 
the city on June 16, 1848, and the 
Rey. Mr. Starr’s chaplaincy ended 
the 1st of November following. 
The church being insured for 
$5,000, its rebuilding was provid- 
ed for. The building committee 
were instructed to proceed imme- 
diately to rebuild, which was ac- 
complished April 24, 1854. 

Mr. James D. Johnson, of New 
Jersey, (whose name has already 
frequently occurred in this sketch, 
and who taught school in Norfolk 
for a number of years), was on 
January 20, 1849, accredited a 
general agent of the Society to 
collect funds for the Mariners’ 
Church and Sailors’ Home. In 
this capacity during the next 
eighteen months he scoured the 
Atlantic and Gulf coasts, from 
Portland to New Orleans, and by 
his indomitable and persevering 
zeal collected nearly $11,000 for 
the work of the Society. 

Elected a manager in 1834, he 
at once took a most active part in 
the work of the Society. He was 
appointed and was generally chair- 
man on most of the important 
committees, and was soon recog- 
nized as a leader; and eventually 
was, by common consent, acknowl- 
edged facile princeps in devotion 
to the cause of seamen and effec- 
tive work in the Society. Tall in 
stature, slightly stooping, always 
dressed in black, with extreme 
neatness, and wearing a white 
cravat, kindly and courteous, a 
man of reverend mien, he was 
universally respected and esteem- 
ed. When he removed to New 
York in 1850, the board passed 
most complimentary resolutions of 
thanks for his eminent services, 
and constituted him an emeritus 
member of their body, and when 
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ten years after (August 13, 1 
his death was announced, a ser: 
of most feeling resolutions of 1 
spect for his memory were pass 
by the board, acknowledging tk 
‘to his zeal and untiring effon 
for nearly fourteen years this 

ciety is indebted for its rise a 
progress and present prospects 
usefulness.” 

On the 3rd of July, 1852, ¢| 
board of managers agreed to 8 
the lot adjoining the Marine: 
Church to the United States a 
part of the site for a new Custc 
House for $3,500, probably rega 
ing its dimensions too small fo: 
Sailors’ Home, and on Novem? 
15, 1854, agreed to purchase ¢ 
lot corner of Wide Water and Me 
ison Streets on which the prese 
Bethel stands, for $3,750. 

On May 12, 1855, the Rev. - 
S. Atmore, of the M. KE. Chure 
was elected chaplain of the M 
iners’ Church for the next 


of managers was held August 
1856, at which Mr. Bagnall, 4 
treasurer, reported $11,340.23 
hand on account of the Sailo 
Home Fund, and $731.53 cont 
uted by the Ladies’ Seamen’s / 
Society towards furnishing it w 
built, making a total of $12,071. 
At this meeting the death of * 
president, Dr. Nathan C. Whi 
head, (July 21, 1856,) was : 
nounced, and resolutions wi 
passed by the board of mana 
recording their sense of the gr 


membered as a gentleman of fi 
appearance and urbane addr¢ 
commanding honor and est 
from all who knew him. 

On December 8, 1857, Mr. Ja 
H. Rowland was unanimo 
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oted president and Mr. G. F. 
derson, vice-president of the 
siety. 

The Rev. Robert Gatewood, of 
» Episcopal Church, was ap- 
inted chaplain of the Mariners’ 
urch for one year on January 
, 1859. During his chaplaincy a 
urishing Bethel Sunday School 
s established, which was con- 
ued for some time afterward. 
A plan for a Sailors’ Home, fur- 
shed by Messrs. Lynn and Mur- 
ck, architects, was presented 
the committee May 11, 1859, 
t it appearing after very full in- 
stigation and discussion of the 
pject at several meetings of the 
ard that the building could not 
| erected on the plan proposed 
+ $10,000, the sum fixed upon 
_the board, it was, on July 18, 
59, returned to the architects as 
4 suited to the means of the 
sciety, with a request that they 
rnish one that would be. Here 
e matter finally rested, as dur- 
iz the coming year commenced 
ie turmoil of the war. No further 
ition was taken, and since the 
urn of peace the commercial 
inditions of Norfolk, and indeed 
i the whole country, as well as 
e character of shipping and 
ews, have so changed that the 
imand for a Sailors’ Home in 
orfolk has not until quite re- 
ntly been seriously felt. The 
Inds of the Society raised for this 
urpose have been faithfully pre- 
irved with less diminution than 
light have been expected during 
war, and the income is used 
) do the work of the Society, in- 
ding that for which a Home is 
itended in part, the care of wreck- 
. and destitute seamen; but the 
ved of a Home now begins to be 
riously felt, and it is to be hoped 
jay be supplied at no very dis- 
at day, and also a Bethel more 
“ntrally located and commodious. 
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The Rev. Mr. Kaufman, of the 
M. E. Church, was appointed tem- 
porary chaplain of the Mariners’ 
Church, January 3, 1861. sae 

On the 20th of May, 1862, the 
board of managers, upon the ap- 
plication of the chaplain of the 
First Delaware Regiment, granted 
the use of it as a chapel for the 
United States troops. It was after- 
ward, under military occupation, 
used as barracks and left in ruins, 
which it has been found necessary 
to dispose of and have removed, 
and the lot has been sold. A claim 
on the United States Government 
for indemnification is awaiting 
adjustment, with about the usual 
prospect of success in such cases. 

From 1862 to 1865 the opera- 
tions of the Society were suspend- 
ed through the exigencies of war. 

The present chaplain was com- 
missioned by the AMERICAN SEA- 
MEN’S FRIEND SocrETy, August 
1, 1865, and entered immediately 
on duty. The Mariners’ Church 
being in ruins, and no place avail- 
able in which to establish stated 
religious services for seamen, the 
work for a year assumed the char- 
acter of a missionary itinerancy— 
the distribution of papers, and 
tracts, and Bibles, and ‘Testa- 
ments, and the offering of Chris- 
tian counsel; and occasionally 
holding religious service on board 
United States naval vessels as op- 
portunity offered. 

In the summer of the following 
year (1866) the present Bethel 
building, donated by several be- 
nevolent gentlemen of Boston to 
the Chesapeake Army Hospital, 
near Hampton, for a chapel, was, 
with their consent, at the close of 
the war turned over to the AmMER- 
ICAN SEAMEN’S FRIEND SOCIETY 
to be used as a Seamen’s Bethel 
in Norfolk; and by the consent of 
the Norfolk Seamen’s Friend So- 
ciety (which has cordially recog- 
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nized and co-operated with the 
present chaplain, and for several 
years assumed two-thirds of his 
support), removed here and _re- 
erected upon their lot on Wide 
Water Street, which it now oc- 
cupies. 

It was dedicated as a Seamen’s 
Bethel on Sunday, October 14, 
1866, with appropriate religious 
services. The house was filled 
with an audience who seemed 
deeply interested in the occasion 
and the cause of seamen. The 
mercantile shipping in port, and 
that of the navy, was well repre- 
sented—the latter by rear-admiral 
(now vice-admiral) Stephen C, 
Rowan, who accepted a special in- 
vitation to be present and hoist 
the Bethel flag for the first time 
over this house of worship with 
ceremonies suited to the occasion, 
and chaplain Charles A. Davis, on 
duty at the naval hospital, who 
offered the prayer of dedication, 
and other officers and seamen ; 
and the ladies of several of their 
families. The United States army 
was represented by chaplain Vin- 
cent Palen, who made a brief and 
earnest address. 

This is, therefore, the tenth year 
of the dedication of the present 
Bethel, and as may be remarked 
in passing, the twentieth year of 
the ordination to the ministry of 
the Bethel chaplain ; the fiftieth, 
just passed, of the existence of this 
Society; the sixtieth, of the erec- 
tion of this church in which the 
Society was organized, and the one 
hundreth of the Republic—a series 
of decades curious and interesting, 
if not in all respects very import- 
ant. 

A meeting of the board of man- 
agers was held March 3, 1869, 
when a reorganization to some ex- 
tent was effected by the election 
of nine new managers to fill va- 
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cancies caused by death or remova: 
The board then stood as follow 
president, John H. Rowland; vic: 
president, Col. William Lam) 
secretary, Thomas D. Toy; treaa 
urer, A. L. Seabury. Ezra T. Sum 
mers, Seth March, John Whitt 
Charles S. Allmand, James (| 
Pollard, William H. Broughtop 
William T. Harrison, William I 
Reynolds, Charles Reid, Joh 
Goode, Jr., William Callis, Robe 
W. Santos, Lewis Salusbury, Bent 
W. Gatch, Joseph C. Demin; 
William H. Morris, E. C. Lin 
say, J. H. Dawson, G. K. Goo@ 
ridge, R. H. Chamberlaine, E. 
Griffith. — 
Only three of these were ment 
bers of the board at the last rs 
corded meeting of the Society am 
election of managers on May 
1848, viz.: Thomas D. Toy, Lew 
Salusbury and Seth March. 
Only the two former were mem 
bers of the board at the first mee 
ing of the Society under its chas 
ter February 27, 1843, and one « 
these, Lewis Salusbury, has by 
recently passed away. We canns 
but pay a passing tribute to th 
fidelity and zeal with which 
aided in guarding the sacred trv 
committed to this Society and pr1 
moting the cause for which it e4 
ists. One only of the original chae§ 
ter members of the board of mang 
agers now survives, Mr. Thoma 
D. Toy, and it is cause for regrs 
that he is not with us on this ow 
casion. To him as secretary « 
the Society for nearly a generatiog 
we are indebted for the accurai 
and careful minutes of the boarc§ 
from which most of this sketch § 
compiled, and for their safe pri 
servation through all the viciss# 
tudes of the past. I cannot iff 
justice fail to make special men} 
tion of one more (among the mani 
worthy of it) of the former office 
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shis Society, whose memory also 
rits our lasting gratitude for 
g and faithful discharge of his 
cial duties, Mr. William D. 
znall, who was elected a man- 
r and treasurer of the board, 
quary 8, 1839, and continued in 
office until his death, March 
1869—thirty years of the fifty 
the Society’s existence. To his 


upulous care and financial abil- 


‘are due the safe preservation 


investment of the funds of 
Society through severe money 
es and other troublous times, 
well as the most accurate keep- 
of its accounts in the simplest 
im in this unpretentious and ven- 
ble book (showing the treas- 
ir’s book) which has come down 
us from the first organization 
ithe Society. A few months 
or the death of Mr. Bagnall, 
| board of managers were called 
lament the loss of the third 
lsident of the Society, Mr. John 
' Rowland, (who died on July 
/ 1869), and passed resolutions 
ichingly expressive of the deep- 
‘feeling of sorrow for his loss. 
fis remembered by all as the 
d and warm-hearted Christian 
ntleman, and by no one with 
re pleasing recollections of his 
(form courtesy and kindness in 
ficate circumstances than the 
isent chaplain of the Society in 
* first years of his service here, 
io would take occasion in pass- 
| to express his grateful sense 
the kind consideration and re- 
ict with which he has been re- 
tded by the board of managers 
/m the beginning of his official 
fations with them, and his high 
freciation of the recorded ex- 
bssion of their confidence and 
feem which he has on several 

On the 16th 


yasions received. 
/August, 1869, Col. Wm. Lamb, 
p fourth and present president 
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of the Society, was elected to fill 
the vacancy caused by the death 
of Mr. Rowland. The terms of 
office of the first three presidents 
were as follows: Mr. Soutter, ten 
years; Dr. Whitehead, fourteen 
years, and Mr. Rowland, fourteen 
years. 

On Sunday evening, May 21, 
1871, the forty-fifth anniversary 
of the organization of the Norfolk 
Seamen’s Friend Society was cele- 
brated with public exercises at the 
Cumberland Street M. E. Church, 
which large edifice was filled to its 
utmost capacity. The president, 
Col. William Lamb, presided. A 
brief address on the past opera- 
tions of the Society by the sea- 
men’s chaplain (still on duty here) 
was followed by an excellent dis- 
course on ‘*The Mission of Com- 
merce,” from Gen. vi., 14, 16, by 
the Rev. Harmon Loomis, D. D., 
corresponding secretary of the 
AMERICAN SEAMEN’S FRIEND So- 
CIETY. Prayer was then offered 
by the Rev. Mr. Haynes of the 
M. E. Tabernacle, and a brief and 
earnest address delivered by the 
president of the Society. The an- 
nual meeting of the Society for 
business was held on the next 
evening, May 22, in the lecture 
room of the Presbyterian Church, 
when the annual election of a 
board of managers took place. 
From that time onward regular 
annual meetings of the Society 
have been held upon the day fixed 
by the charter, the second Mon- 
day in May. 

The present officers and board 
of managers of the Society are as 
follows: Col. William Lamb, pres- 
ident; William D. Reynolds, Jo- 
seph C. Deming, vice-presidents; 
Alfred L. Seabury, treasurer; Wm. 
H. Broughton, secretary; George 
W. Dey, assistant secretary; Thos. 
D. Toy, Lewis Salusbury, James 


82 


G. Pollard, Benjamin P. Loyall, 
8. N. Brickhouse, Dr. H. M. Nash, 
E. J. Griffith, Charles Reid, Capt. 
James Cornick, J. H. Dawson, 
William M. Millar, Luther Shel- 
don, W. S. Forrest, William T. 
Harrison, E. T. Summers, William 
H. Morris, R. F. Vaughan, Thom- 
as W. Godwin, T. A. Williams, 
there being a change of six mem- 
bers since the last public anniver- 
sary of the Society in 1871. 

In the spring of 1873 the Bethel 
was thoroughly repaired and im- 
proved at an expense to the Soci- 
ety of over $1,000, and re opened 
with appropriate services April 6, 
1873, in which several of the city 
pastors assisted the chaplain. 

What has been really accom- 
plished in promoting the object 
of the Society’s organization and 
continued existence, the moral, 
spiritual and temporal welfare of 
the seamen during the first forty 
years of its history, we may infer 
from the record, but eternity alone 
can reveal it. Doubtless much 
for the salvation of souls and the 
glory of God. 

The work of the last ten years, 
during the present chaplaincy, we 
have time only to sum up briefly 
in the closing sentences of the 
chaplain’s last annual report. A 
seamen’s Bethel erected and its 
services firmly established and reg- 
ularly sustained, a full and flour- 
ishing Sabbath School organized 
and continued with increasing in- 
terest and with scarcely a Sabpath 
interruption, a weekly visitation 
of all the shipping in port and 
distribution to all on board of 
seamen’s papers, magazines and 
tracts, the supply of Bibles to ves- 
sels and of Testaments and Psalms 
to sailors unfurnished with them, 
«ull needed aid rendered to ship- 
wrecked and destitute seamen, 
ininistration to sick and disabled 
seamen in hospital, with evidences 
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of the power of divine truth upy 
the consciences and hearts 
many, and the fruits of sayi- 
grace in the case of some, the ¢ 
largement of the field of labor: 
the commerce of the port | 
gradually increased; such isa ge 
eral summary of the progress a: 
results of the chaplaincy in fl 
port during the past decade of ti 
Society’s mission to seamen. 


Mr. Crane continued his labo 
in Norfolk for about sixteen yea 
and resigned on May 7, 1881. 
received from, the board of me 
agers and others testimonials 
their approbation of his ‘“d 
gence, fidelity and _ efficienc? 
In 1884 Mr. Crane became ch 
lain at the Navy Yard, New Yo: 
The Rev. J. B. Merritt was 
pointed chaplain at Norfolk int 
summer of 1881, and still rema 
at his post. Ep. 

a 
Shore Greetings. 


Oh, happy landing! Happy is? 
earthly voyager, who, after al 
and painful separation from bel 
ed relatives, hails them on ~ 
shore, and ina few moments m# 
is locked in theirembrace! Hapy 
still the spiritual voyager, who, 
ter longer and sadder separation | 
tailed by death, descries the to 
of the new Jerusalem in sighi 
lights gleaming in the harbor—- 
Sabbath-bells of glory ringing 
loved and lost ones lining the hes 
enly shore, waiting to conduct 
hand in hand up the streets of | 
celestial city. The long midnij 
of earth’s tempestuous sea is 0 
trials shall no longer be either | 
or feared. In a sinless, stormld 
sorrowless, tearless world, t 
shall ‘‘ ever be with the Lord! 
fev. James McDuff. 
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WORK AMONG SEAMEN. 


l 

: Sweden. 

. STOCKHOLM. 

fr. J. T. Hepsrrom writes on Janu- 
its 

; have found many sailors who have 

m longing for salvation, and when I 
e spoken to them about the necessity 
accepting Christ as their Saviour they 
re received the word of God. During 
quarter I have in two vessels found 
whole crew desire to be Christians, 
from these sailors’ lips I have heard 

e know it is much better to be chil- 


it time alone in the forecastle. 
2n observed that if we get a sailor 
ay from his companions we can get at 
heart better. I spoke to this boy about 
eeming love and showed him the sim- 
sity of the gospel. Then he told me 
he was a Catholic and a great sinner. 


mised to read it, his eyes melted in 


Se 
)n the 8th of the same month I went 
board a Norwegian vessel and asked 
boatswain if he was bound to the 
‘et harbor of peace. He said that he 
s tired of serving the devil and wanted 
‘be a Christian. From that vessel I 
t on board a German steamer where 
ound the boatswain very ill in his 
‘th, and when I came to him he re- 
ved me gladly. He listened to me with 
emn attention and commenced to cry 
x0d help me or I perish.” God’s bless- 
+ rested upon the sick man. 
On the fourteenth of the same month I 
nt on board a bark and found the 
‘ole crew on deck. The men listened 
sh interest, but none of them accepted 
rist at that time. When I went to the 
lley I found the steward there and 
sed him “how do you do?” With a 
ght face he replied ‘‘ God be praised, I 
1 His child.” Then he told me he had 
2m at Stockholm and received from me 
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At Stations on the Foreign Field. 


a book-bag, for which he praised the 


Lord. 


Every Friday evening during October 
and November we had a great festival 
when tea and cakes have been served out 
to every one. Some ladies sang sacred 
hymns. Pastors from different churches 
have preached Him ‘‘ who of God is made 
unto us wisdom and righteousness and 
sanctification and redemption.” The dew 
of heaven has fallen upon many hearts 
and weak spirits have been confirmed. 
More than fifty sailors have thanked God 
for what they have received on these 
evenings, and the great day will reveal to 
us the results from this work of love. 

I have also paid a sbort visit to some 
islands, namely, Furusund, Kopmanholm 
and Blido. On the 27th of November I 
preached the gospel at Furusund. On 
the 28th of the same month we were 
gathered at the mission house of Kop- 
manholm at 11 o’clock a. m. and at 6 
p-m. What a refreshing sight to see 
these seafaring men with their families 
around the table of grace like hungry 
children, On the 12th of December I 
paid a visit to Blido. After the sermon 
we had a blessed prayer meeting when 
four men stood up and confessed their 
sins and praised God for His saving 
grace. This made a very great impres- 
sion on the unconverted sailors, 

Christmas evening was celebrated in 
the mission room at the Sailors Home. 
Two beautiful Christmas trees were placed 
in the front of the room. After the gos- 
pel sermon the presents were distributed 
to all the sailors. After all this was over 
the sailors got a splendid supper, and all 
of them enjoyed it very much. 

From the Trinitarian Bible Soeiety I 
have had the honor of receiving a great ’ 
case of Testaments and portions of the 
Bible in different languages, and from a 
dear Irish brother, Mr. E, F. Munster, 
of Belfast, I have got a great giftiof 
books in many languages, 

The following statistics show the work 
during the past year: Visits to vessele- 
1,379; tracts distributed to seamen, 25, 
685, Bibles, 15, Testaments, 215, portions 
of the Bible, 1,107; visits to families, 
hospitals and persons, 115; book-bags is- 
sued and placed on vessels, 237, the num- 
ber of volumes in these bags was 6,191, 
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tracts and magazines, 7,619, Bibles, 75) 
Testaments, 193; these tracts and books 
have been distributed to sailors belong- 
ing to the following nations: Hnglish, 
German, Dutch, French, Spanish, Itali- 
an, Croatian, Greek, Austrian, Finnish, 
Russian, Norwegian, Danish and Swed- 
ish, 


—— 


SUNDSVALL. 
The Rey, E. Erixsson writes on Janu- 


ary 1: 

The large increase in marine business 
the past year has kept me busy and I 
have had more to do than ever before, 
but the work has been a blessed work. 
Though we have not had any great re- 
vival, many sailors have been converted 
and many more under the conviction of 
sin. Beside visiting the fifty ports of 
lading in the vicinity of Sundsvall I have 
also visited the fishing villages on the 
coast and preached the gospel to the fish- 
ermen and their families. Hven here we 
have realized the blessings of God. The 
Holy Spirit has worked mightily upon 
the hearts of the unsaved, and cries for 
mercy have been heard at our after- 
meetings. 

During the past quarter I have preach- 
ed 52 times, led in 45 prayer meetings; 
- average attendance of seamen at religious 
services, 2, of others, 1; religious visits 
to hospitals, 4, on ships, 153, in boarding 
houses, 60; tracts, &c., distributed, 2,000. 


GOTHENBORG, 


Mr. Curistian NIELSEN writes on Jan- 
uary 10: 


The first anniversary of our seamen’s 
Bethel was held on October 24, 1897, with 
a social entertainment for the seafaring 
men. Beside the Rev. Mr. Westa.., of 
the Church of England, and the Rey. B. 
Bouin, we had your beloved missionary 
at Copenhagen. All the friends here 
were very much pleased to see Mr. Wo.- 
LESEN, and some of them publicly ren- 
dered to him their thanks and to the 
AMERICAN SEAMEN’S FRrenD Society for 
the grand and glorious work done in 
Scandinavia through its agency. 

As we are looking back upon the past 
vent our heart fills with gratitude for the 

lessings which we have received. We 
must say God has done great things for 
us. Many obstacles have been removed 
and the work has gone forward with great 
success. About fifteen thousand ‘sailors 
have made use of the reading room, The 
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attendance at our meetings has increases 
so that we must think of securing a large; 
place, and I hope that everything will tf 
ready so that we cau move into the nex 
place in January, 1899. 

We are especially thankful to God fo’ 
the friends who are assisting us in our ef& 
forts; they have proved to be instru 
ments in the hand of God to the salvatio« 
of lost sinners. In my last report was | 
letter from a sailor converted at the oper 
ing service at our Bethel through a seq 
mon preached by the Rey. M. WissEm 
GREN. A few days ago a sailor from Sundd 
vall testified that he was won for Chris 
through the hymn ‘‘ Thy will be done, 
which a lady sang at our anniversary 
Also from the hospital comes the blesse: 


sailors were discharged who have give 
evidence of having been thoroughly co 
verted. About a year and a-half ago ¥ 
met at the same hospital a young girl wt 
for six years had lived a wild and sinf 
life. She expressed her desire to begins 
new life if any one gave her a chan 
My dear wife gave her the chance am 
for a year and a-half she worked faitl 
fully and lived a Christian life. 
is dying at the hospital, and yesterde 
she said to me “‘take my thanks to Mr 
NIELSEN; tell her that I am not afraid | 
die, the crucified Saviour is my Saviow 
It was her kindness that did it.” 
have the advantage at this hospital th: 
the matron and the nurses are all Chrit 
tians, 
Through the kindness of my friends ¥ 
have been enabled to get a magic lante 
This has proved to be of much help 
our work, as it is not only that our socii 
meetings are more interesting, but ¥ 
have also used the lantern at our gosp 
meetings where the life of Christ and ti 
Prodigal Son have been illustrated. 
During the time of Christmas and Ne 
Year we had meetings every night. ( 
Christmas evening thirty-five sailors 
five different nationalities were invite) 
by Mrs. Nretsen to a Christmas suppt 
at our Bethel. After supper the gospy 
was preached and a book (Newman Halll 
**Come to Jesus”) and a New Testamed 
were given to each of the sailors. Ney 
has a crowd of seamen had a more bless 
Gare evening, or expressed heart: 
a, le 


3esides my work here I have given 
fention to the mission work along the 
st, and I wish through the SarLors’ 
U.GAZINE to render my most cordial 
nks to Mrs. Ropertson, London, Mr. 
'NSTER, Belfast, and Mr. Jonn Mac- 
RLANE, Stirling, Scotland, who have 
sibled me to supply the missions at 
ilmstad, Helsingborg, Malmo, Yotad, 
endskrona and Carlskrona with hun- 
ids of Testaments and many thousands 
tracts. 


‘es, 50; religious visits to hospitals, 30, 
ships and in boarding houses, 342; 
oles and Testaments distributed, 130, 


Statistics for the year 1897: Religious 
ivices in chapel, 76, in hospitals, 73, 
shipboard, 45, elsewhere, 56; visits to 
Spitals, 100, to ships, families and 
arding houses, 1,221; Biblesand Testa- 
mts distributed, 325, tracts, 13,000; 
lors signed the temperance pledge, 63, 

istian Endeavor pledge, 27; sought 
ir assistance in spiritual need, 34; re- 
ests for prayers, 171; poor sailors help- 
| 52; visitors to Seamen’s Bethel, 5,893, 
sluding revisitors, 13,602. 


—————».2a—__ 


Denmark. 


COPENHAGEN. 


Our work on shipboard, in boarding 
uses and elsewhere has secured so large 
| attendance that every seat in our Beth- 
ship has been occupied. On October 
and 25, 1897, I worked in connection 
th Mr. Curist1an Nieusen, of Gothen- 
rg, and found brother and sister N. 
poring for the single end of bringing 
iners to Christ. Their Bethel was nice 
d attractive, with a large turn out of 
ilors of various nations and colors, and 
‘staff of co-workers of whom several 
ok a part in the services. Evidently 
at mission will prosper, for the mission- 
y’s as well as his dear wife’s zeal are 
ad and known by many, and especially 
‘ those to whom they are commissioned. 
On Sabbath, November 7, 1897, we cel- 
rated the eighteenth anniversary in 
nnection with my friends and eco-work- 
s in the Bethel ship. Two hundred 
d fifty sailors and about fifty ladies re- 
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lated to seamen gave prayerful attend- 
ance. The Rev. Mr. Prior and I preach- 
ed and gave some details of the evangel- 
izing efforts made, A holy atmosphere, 
never to be forgotten, prevailed, and 
wounded spirits were lead to the healing 
stream, 

Tokens of love for the mariners and 
appreciation of our work are annually re- 
ceived from the beloved Queen of Den- 
mark, On December 28, 1897, two hun- 
dred and fifty Scandinavian sailors, in- 
cluding Prince WaLpemaR, captain in 
the navy, were gathered around a beauti- 
ful Christmas tree, the gift of the Queen. 
On December 29, fifty-two, and on Jan- 
uary 3, forty English sailors received to- 
kens of love and their appreciation was 
plainly manifested. Our gratitude to our 
many friends in the dear, dear land of 
our spiritual birth, to those who patron- 
ize the AMERICAN SEAMEN’S FRIEND So- 
ciety, and to the gentlemen of said So- 
ciety for confidence and affection during 
my long connection with it. 

Religious services held in chapel, 42, 
on shipboard, 11, in hospital, 7, else- 
where, 3; average attendance of seamen 
at religious services 100, of others, 50; 
religious visits made to hospitals and 
prisons, 24, on ships, 861, in boarding 
houses and families, 359; Bibles and Tes- 
taments distributed, 324, tracts, 8,000. 


— + 


Germany. 
HAMBURG. 


Mr. H. M. Sarre writes on January 
15: 


English and American ladies provided 
a good tea both on December 27 and Jan- 
uary 3 at which 39 seamen and 37 resi- 
dents sat down. On the first festive day 
a concert followed, there being 167 offi- 
cers and men present and 102 residents; 
at the New Year tea 122 seamen and 25 
residents were present, and at the concert 
which followed 189 officers and men and 
39 residents. There were 200 useful pres- 
ents given away and the poor seamen in 
hospital were not forgotten. Mr. Cuap- 
LIN presided on both occasions. We had 
with us H B. M. consul-general Warp 
and Mrs. Warp, the American consul, 
Dr. Prrcarrn, and Mrs. Pircarrn, and 
all the members of the committee. 

I am glad to inform you that the Brit- 
ish consulate is now in the same building 
as the Institute, and that from the 1st of 
January all captains have to pay off and 
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sign their own crews. The shipping mas- 
ters are a thing of the past. We have 
also a Board of Trade official here and 
through him hundreds of pounds have 
been sent home by sailors which would 
have found their way into the pockets of 
the crimps and boarding masters. The 
consulate being in the same building will 
increase the usefulness of the Institute. 
I have received a number of cheering let- 
ters from seamen who have found the In- 
stitute a great benefit to them temporally 
and spiritually, 

Number of American ships in port 
since last statement, 1, British, 974; reli- 
gious services in chapel, 13; average at- 
tendance of seamen at religious services, 
30, of others, 5; religious visits to hos- 

itals, 14, on ships, 404, in boarding 
ee 30; Bibles distributed, 3, tracts, 

39, 

Statistics for the year 1897: General 
attendance, 13,169; visitors, 779; services 
held, 1,744; tracts, 21,332 pages; letters 
written, 1,503, received, 961; visits to 
lodging houses, 98, to shipping offices, 
95, to hospital, 94, to sick seamen, 333, 
to British and American consulates, 108, 
Sunday teas, 808; pledges, 48; tracts dis- 
tributed, 2,929, bundles of reading, 656; 
ships visited, 1,676. 


a 
Belgium. 


ANTWERP, 


The Rey. J. ADAms writes on January 


12: 

The year 1897 has been a year of activ- 
ity and progress. Very encouraging have 
been the frequent words of appreciation 
from men who have visited us; while 
some have even said that so far as their 
experience goes our Institute is second to 
none. All along our aim has been to 
create an atmosphere of brightness and 
brotherliness, and that we have in some 
measure succeeded is shown by the fact 
of the recurring visits of the same men as 
often as they are in port. The following 
extract from a letter is good testimony 
as to the homeiness of our Institute, 
The writer says: ‘‘ A year ago this month 
‘we entered Antwerp docks, looking for- 
ward to anything but a pleasant stay in 
a port foreign to us. I can assure you 
whatever home port we visit from here, 
whether English or continental, we can- 
not be made more at home than you made 
us feel, nor can we enjoy our stay in port 
more than what we did in Antwerp.” 
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Of all branches of our work the re 
gious comes first, and here we thank G 
and take courage, for our labor has r 
been in vain. We never had better ¢ 
tendances at our services, nor more @ 
preciative congregations, and in our mid 
the gospel of Christ has proved to be sti 
the *‘ power of God unto salvation.” Bi 
of this let others speak. A young mf 
who attended our services for some tint 
writing to me on December 18, 1897, | 
tell me has given up his late position wij 
its prospects to engage exclusively » 
Christian work, says, ‘‘ When the lig 
of salvation came for the first time in’ 
my soul as you were preaching the gosp 
of Christ, | felt so happy. That happ 
ness I could not and cannot keep to m 


talk about them. In fact all the voyai 
we have been with you in spirit on Su 
days and Wednesdays and Fridays.” 

The attendance at our reading roa 
has been very good. During the sump 
quarter there were 2,556 visits, and 1 
the last quarter of the year the total 
4,082. ‘There is an excellent supply 
papers and periodicals which are ext« 
sively read. There has been an incres 
in the number and variety.of games pa 
vided. A new billiard room has be} 
erected which is now in use. We he 
by these means that the Institute will 
more attractive than before. 

Our Christmas gathering was the law 
est we have ever had; 168 men sat do 
to tea, 220 presents were given awé 
while the total attendance at the af 
gathering was 282, 

Number of American ships in p 
since last statement, 8, all others, 1,4 
religious services held in chapel, 1% 
attendance of seamen at religious servic 
8,902, of others, 1,298; religious visits ¢ 
hospitals. 17, on ships, 1,679, in boardi/ 
houses, 23; tracts distributed, 11,678, 


——— 2 
India. 
KARACHI. | 


The Rev. W. H. Dow tine writes 
December 15, 1897: 
We have been standing on the bordi 


énber 4 some friends gave a ‘‘Service 
Song” in the Rest which was appreci- 
(d by all. I feel the need of a good 
igic lantern, which would help to en- 
tain our seamen. This has been a 
pg-felt want, and I should be glad to 
wr of anyone who has one to sell cheap 
swould like to make it a present to such 
Loble work. 

Number of ships in port since last 
tement, 30; religious services held in 
apel, 24, on shipboard, 1, in hospital, 
‘elsewhere, 20; average attendance of 
men at religious services, 12, of others, 
; religious visits to hospitals, 12, on 
\ps, 60; Bibles and Testaments distrib- 
d, 40, tracts, &c., 1,500. 


a 
Japan. 
YOKOHAMA, 


sThe following two letters were written 
|) Mr, AusTEN: 
“I wish so to be with you to-night 


At Ports in the 
Massachusetts. 


GLOUCESTER, 


i 
i 


hi he Rey. E. C. Cuaruton writes on 
muary 1: 

The year 1897 is past and gone, but its 
‘cord will long remain. The most im- 
srtant event to American deep sea fish- 
imen was the reestablishing of the whole- 
Je fresh fish market in Gloucester, the 
reat fishing port of this western conti- 
snt. The benefit to the fishermen as a 
ole is already apparent. The men with 
imilies now have the sweet privilege of 
eir homes more frequently than form- 
‘ly, an advantage alike to the men and 
1eir families, more home-life. The high- 
+ price of fish has added a little to their 
1come and their home comforts, 

At the Institute no effort has been 
oared to make the hundreds of single 
1en and strangers as happy as possible 
thile they are with us. Increased audi- 
nces in the religious and social services 
ave been noted with pleasure. The re- 
gious interest in the service is greater 
aan ever before in the Institute’s history. 
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and talk with the sailors. Tell them all 
from me that whatever they do and don’t 
do they must prepare to meet their God 
and Saviour. I thank you so much for 
your kindness towards me. _I shall never 
regret the step I took and shall always 
hold fast; that you may rely upon.” 
‘‘ First of all when I think of all the 
race that our heavenly Father shows us, 
il can do nothing but rejoice, because 
when we were yet far away He loved us 
and took us as we were. It may be that 
not all the redeemed can see it as such a 
slave to sin as 1; but I know He is mine; 
is that not enough to make a man glad? 
When a man is in a ship and hears and 
sees nothing else than evil, I get tired. 
What a comfort to know that Jesus was 
put to grief for us and that there is al- 
ways an open gate so that we can fly to 
Him with all our sorrows. I was very 
glad that Sunday night when you spoke 
of the never-dying soul. Now | will just 
tell how I came to Christ. One dark 
night I stood on my lookout, and begah 
to think of my home, my old parents; 
and then and there the Lord spoke, and 
before I knew anything I had yielded my- 
self to Christ. Oh happy day when Jesus 
washed my sins away.” 


United States. 


A large number of men have bowed at 
the altar and confessed Jesus Christ their 
Lord. At the watch-night service at the 
midnight hour full two score men in 
their prime consecrated their lives to 
Christ, and at almost every service re- 
cently there have been some requests for 
prayer. ; 

A Brotherhood of Andrew and Philip, 
consisting of about a dozen young men, 
has been formed for active Christian 
work. 

Christmas was appropriately observed, 
the chapel was beautifully decorated with 
evergreen and bunting by FRrEp. Bare- 
MAN and members of the Social Union. 
On Christmas eve the chapel was over- 
crowded and many were necessarily turn- 
ed away. An excellent entertainment 
was given by Miss Parcu, reader, and 
Mrs. WaRrREN Bennett, soloist, after 
which all present were served with coffee, 
cake, confectionery and fruit. Two hun- 
dred comfort bags and a number of knit 
articles, including hoods, mittens, stock- 
ings and sweaters, were distributed among 
the men, Many strangers were greatly 
surprised by their presents, Some shed 
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tears of joy, and many were the expres- 
sions of gratitude for sucha happy Christ- 
mas eve. The treat was largely paid for 
by Mis J. G. Warson, of Orange, N.J.,; 
and music by Miss Mary Sargent, of 
Brynmar, Penn., who was born on the 
site where the Institute now stands. She 
is ninety-two years of age and greatly in- 
terested in the work of the Gloucester 
Fishermen’s Institute. A well attended 
Christmas service was held on Christmas 
day, and another in the evening. 

New Year was observed with a watch- 
night service. This was pronounced the 
most impressive service ever held in this 
chapel. 

Some excellent entertainments have 
been given during the month, especially 
the Welcome Home entertainment to the 
Fr.sh Fishermen by Mr. Frep TisBerrs 
and W. Avuaustus NicHOoLs, reader, the 
Reynoxps Brothers, and Prof. GrorGE B. 
STEVENS. 

We have now fifty five loan hbraries 
containing twenty-two hundred volumes 
for use on board of fishing vessels on 
their voyages. The refining presence, 
the good cheer and helpfulness from their 
scholarly, devout historians, scientists, 
ficticnists, philosophers and preachers, 
who can estimate? The writer remem- 
bers, even now, with pleasure the com- 
fort and inspiration he derived from a 
loan library twenty five years ago on a 
China voyage. 

The quantity of literature distributed 
to outward bound fishermen is almost in- 
credible, For one week in December 
every package given away was weighed, 
and it amounted to upward of eight hun- 
dred pounds. This was by no means an 
unusual quantity. These packages con- 
tain religious and secular papers, and 
magazines are always in demand. Only 
two libraries have been placed during 
December: No. 38 on heard the schooner 
Sarah H. Lee on a Newfoundland her- 
Ting trip, and No. 8 on the schooner 
Charles Levi Woodbwry bound for Alas- 
kan waters. During the present month 
we gather in and refit all the libraries 
that have been in service, ready for the 
spring fleet, 

The chaplain reports progress in his ef- 
forts for the mission vessel and hopes 
eye to be ready to buy a suitable schoon- 

Also on February 4: 


It gives me pleasure to report that the 
month of January has been marked by a 
blessed work of grace. Between sixty 
and seventy seamen have publicly conse- 
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crated themselves to Jesus Christ at o 
altar during the past month. 

The month of February has had a ¢ 
opening with us. On the first day of t 
month our coast was literally strewn w 
wreckage. About twenty vessels wi 
cast ashore during that night, many 
them totally wrecked. We know not; 


beach. Certainly two, probably thi 
coasters were smashed to pieces and . 
hands lost right in our outer harbé 
which is recognized as one of the saf. 
on the coast. We cared for the crew 
the wrecked coaster Geo. W. Jewett 
sent them to their homes. Next Sun 
we hold memorial services for the eigh’ 
three fishermen lost from this port duri 
the past year. d 

In port since last statement, a num 
of coasters; religious services held . 
chapel, 28, in churches out of town, 
average attendance of seamen at religi 
services, 238, of others, 18; religious vi 
on ships, &c., 130, in boarding hous 
80; Bibles and Testaments distribu « 
probably 200, and a large quantity 
tracts. 


Testimonies: 


‘* T have not been in the habit of spea' 
ing in meeting. I am ashamed to co 
fess that I have made light of it. Fon 
long time I have realized that it was ti 
for me to break off from my sin, bu 
had got so hardened and discoura 
withal that I well nigh despaired. 
on Christmas morn, in this very spo 
bowed at Jesus’ feet, and I thank God | 
heard even my prayer and that I am 
mitted with the new year to begin a 
life of hope. I know not what lies ¥ 
fore me, but I know that I can and I wa 
trust God for His love and care.” | 

‘“T have been most all over the work 
As I review my life I am sad to thi 
that wherever I have been, now that I gi 
old, I can look back only on a life of si 
I have sinned everywhere. I have sinn< 
every way. Sin has broken me down ai 
brought me whereI am. Iam sick of sii 
If you think God can have mercy on su: 
a wretch as I am I will seek Him, ai 
here and now sin and I shall part.” 

‘When I first came to your church: 
didn’t like it all. I thought it could 
be Christian at all, but soon I begun 
feel so strange. I felt that [ was the by 
and not the church, When you praye 
said ‘Oh God must hear that praye’ 
and soon I felt better in my heart. [ha 


en away my pipe and tobacco; I have 
jen up everything bad. I would like 
ybe one of your brothers, if you will 
j7e me. I will never shame you.” 

'* I thank God that I have lived to see 


mms almost as though God was talking 
ime out of that blessed word.” 

«A day in God’s court is better than a 
yusand years of sin. To me this hour 
athis chapel is worth more than all my 
mer life. Oh when I think of how 
ilish I have been during all these years 
live in sin and shame, when a thous- 
church bells in many lands have 
led me to praise, prayer and holy liv- 
}, 1am devoutly thankful to God for 
ring me and giving me thisday. Now 
| the first time in my life I feel ready 
live or die as God wil], knowing that 
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New York. 
SAILORS’ HOME, 


apt. DoLLaR writes on February 8: 

am happy to state that God is blessing 
* labors. At the close of one of our 
etings a sailor and a boarder in the 
me confessed Christ openly and left 
s port rejoicing in the Lord. Some of 
/ crew of the steamship Dago, lost at 
i, acknowledged that they received a 
issivg. The Rev. SamuEL Boutt, of 
} Mariners’ Church, spoke very point- 
y to them of the goodness of God in 


WEXANDER we are trying to establish a 
ble class. Friday night is chosen for 
it purpose, and we will give a hearty 
lecome to any who will join with us. 
earch the Scriptures, for they are they 
‘ich testify of Me.” 


JE CATHARINE MISSION, 24 CATHARINE 
SLIP. 


l 

fore than once the readers of the Mag- 
ne have been introduced to the work 
shis mission, under the care of Miss M. 
Deuany, her sister, Dr. DrLany, and 
Mr. McLarpy. Besides the Helping 
nd for Mothers, the Sewing Class for 
ildren, the Day Nursery and Kinder- 
ten, the Dispensary for Women and 
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Children, the Free Reading Room for 
Men, the Bible Class and Sunday School, 
there is a gospel meeting every evening. 
As 24 Catharine Slip is near the Hast 
River shipping and the haunts of sailors, 
many Officers and seamen attend the evan- 
gelistic meetings, and numerous conver- 
sions occur among the seafaring men, 
who are often invited to the hospitable 
table of these remarkable women, and en- 
joy the only social life they see in New 
York, Apprentice boys on British ships 
come to regard them with reverence and 
affection, and their mothers often write 
to them with tearful gratitude for their 
agency in the bringing of their sons to 
Christ. The sailors themselves write to 
these ladies from all parts of the world. 
It is a pleasure to share with our readers 
very brief extracts from a few of these 
letters, which overflow with thankfulness 
and beg for prompt replies, Ep. 


The chief officer of a bark writes: 


‘‘As we are tiding to sea to-day I write 
a few lines to let you know how God in 
His goodness has blessed me; my crew is 
all saved but three. What a friend I have 
in Jesus this morning. He has promised 
to go all the way with me and His prom- 
ise isso sure. 1 do love Him this morn- 
ing; Heis my all. God bless the Cath- 
arine Slip Mission and all the workers 
that work there for Jesus.” 


An apprentice on the same vessel writes: 


‘¢ We got our crew on board this morn- 
ing and there is one who was a Christian,, 
but in going to sea he tried to stand in 
his own strength and fell. Remember 
me in your prayers,” 


A chief officer writes: 


“‘T can’t live altogether without writ- 
ing to you. I can’t find words to thank 
you at all for all you have done for us 
since we met. I think the boys are in 
about the same fix. When I look back to. 
my past I can see God’s hand in many 
things that have happened to me, even 
though the overlookers refused to let me: 
home, which [ am glad of now. I have: 
been made to become one of God’s bairns, 
Satan comes along in some queer shapes 
to me aboard here, but when [ look away 
from my own weak strength and just 
lean on Him I am able to come off more 
than conqueror, What an almighty friend 
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Jesus is and how near He is to all who 
simply trust Him! May God enable me 
to live humbly and fearfully lest I lose 
hold on Him, All through the time 1 was 
a backslider and a scorner of the truth, I 
had always a hankering after a better life, 
and have at times read my Bible for 
weeks regularly. Once I began at Genesis 
and got on as far as Judges when I came 
to a full stop and got up some sensational 
novel and the pipe in its stead. Last Sun- 
day’s sermon is still with me, and as my 
body is a temple of God’s, the Book tells 
me, so I mean to keep it, with His help 
and guidance, pure, and not to defile it 
even with tobacco. I have tried to dis- 
continue smoking for a while at a time 
before, but still the old craving always 
came back again, worse than ever; but, 
thank God, He has taken the craving for 
tobacco and loose pleasure away, and has 
instead filled me with a craving to be 
more like Jesus, whose I am. Oh itis 
glorious to know that we have Jesus with 
us here as well as on shore, that we have 
the Holy Spirit to lead us on and to guide 
us into all truth. If I ever do hit New 
York again, as soon as I get ashore I 
shall make a straight dive for the Cath- 
‘arine Mission, where I have left the big 
half of my heart. The second mate 
wishes to be remembered kindly to you 
all. I hope he will be led this next pas- 
sage to give his heart to Jesus. Heis 
very grateful for all your kindness to 
him. Please pray that I may be com- 
pletely emptied of self, that 1 may be a 
vessel meet for the Master’s service and 
that everything I do, or think, or say, 
may be for my Master’s glory and the ad- 
vancement of His kingdon aboard this 
ship.” 


The second officer of a ship writes: 


‘“‘T intend to get M., R. and M. in my 
watch this passage, if I possibly can, so 
that we can talk things over sometimes 
at night in fine weather. We leave here 
to-morrow morning if the wind is fair, 
and [ only hope it is, as I cannot bear to 
be laying so close to New York and can- 
not get on shore and see my friends, I 
am only too proud to be called one of your 
boys. Sometimes, perhaps in years to 
come, I may walk into the Catharine 
Mission, but [ would not mind if it were 
to-night, and I tell you [ feel kind of 
miserable leaving New York and you 
and all your friends that have been so 
kind to us.” 


The second officer of a vessel writes: 


“T promised to tell. you before I left 
whether I was going to be a downright 
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Christian. Miss Deuany was talking 
over to me again on Thursday nigiy 
and I promised her I wonld try, an 
mean to keep my word and t be 
better boy in future. I could not 
away without thanking youand yours 
ter for your kindness to us and the ples 
ant evenings we have spent with you,” 


The grandson of a Canon in an Englil 
Cathedral writes: 


you into my life just at the time wher 
most needed some one to guide me, 
have been watching those three saild 
who came aboard to-day half intoxicai 
and cursing about the deck ever siz 
they came aboard. I guess I will drow 
myself before I will get like them, 
really hope that we come back to 
York instead of going home, I feel] 
very down hearted this evening. Ie 
never thank Miss Detany, Mr. McLax 
and yourself enough for having led : 
into the true path of life.” 


An apprentice writes: 


“*T was very pleased with the book, a: 
the bag, and shall keep them with one 
two other things as precious mementos: 
the kindness and the blessings I receiv 
from both yourself and the doctor, 
read part of ‘ Beside the Bonnie Brt 
Bush’ and enjoyed the lad of many par 
He was a noble character; do you reme 
ber how he brought CHAaLmERs to the ta 
light by the words ‘Because I have 
mother’? Oh, Miss Deany, I havea mor 
er too, and I know it will be the happi* 
day of her life when she hears of my es 
version. It is her birthday to-day, ani 
ee the letter in which I told her all! 

. to post on the 2nd of January, 18 
when he arrived in England. I pra 
God to give Mr. Kinney a special ble 
ing for speaking to me on Sunday ev 
ing, December 19, 1897. It is a red} 
ter day in my life. Do you know whe 
thought of New Year’s eve? I saw1 
rain come down and heard the wind; ar 
then the snow came and I thought t 
God had sent the rain to wash away ° 
wickedness and then the wind to bli 
away the sin and afterwards the snowh 
make everything pure and white, and( 
thought that’s what He did for me a 
He will do it for every one, rich or po 
with second or third class tickets, as ] 
KINNEY puts it.” 


An apprentice boy writes: 
“It gives me great pleasure to writ¢ 


ii lines to thank you for the happiness 
« have given me since I first saw you 
tDecember 1. A great change has 
jie over me since that day; before 1 
» been on the downward path of youth 
jpite of all my parents’ advice. I met 
ld school chum in Now York; I had 
#seen him for five years before that, so 
cshowed me around the city, seeing 
fa good and bad places, but mostly the 
er. Though not being a hard drinker 
iself he wanted me to start, but no; I 
used to drink at all, so he got angry 
(. got me into trouble at home. So I 
ue to the mission and you received me 
tod receives all sinners, and rejoiced.” 


t sailor writes from Germany: 


i The peace of God that passeth un- 
standing be with you now and for- 
Amen. I have received your let- 
- dear sister, and I thank you very 
hh for your kindness to me. I have 
1 the chapters you told me of and 
y have been a blessing to me, There 
> much gambling now in this Christ- 
is time; all will make money; money 
heir God. The other day one mer- 
nt said to me that I must gamble on 
ne of his goods; but I told him it was 
‘He could not see it was sin, but 
ia this message came to my mind. He- 
ws viii: 10. Oh how faithful Christ 
us and how near He is to us in time 
trouble; He is precious to me this 
ining because He has saved me from 
horrible pit, and when I look back 
i think how merciful He has been to 
isince He saved me in New York in 
| Catharine Mission now nearly three 
rs ago, then I cannot praise Him 


What a 
rious day that will be! Will you please 
d. Ephesians ii; 12, 18, 14? I fancy 
tis so beautiful.” 


An apprentice boy writes: 
‘I have not words enough to thank 
1 for your kindness to me in bringing 

from a miserable, wretched, sinful 
. My parents will be so happy to 
ow I have turned a Christian.” 


— 
THE NAVY YARD. 


ir, J. M. Woop writes on January 31: 


ince my conversion I have had a 
rning desire to visit my boyhood home 
Iowa, and preach the gospel to my 
schoolmates and others. This oppor- 
ity was afforded me last month, and 
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for ten days I had the great privilege of 
standing before them and telling the old, 
old story of Jesus and His love. I found 
the old homestead in the hands of strang- 
ers; the corroding tooth of time had 
eaten away its very vitals, and it was fast 
tottering to decay. They told me it was 
to be razed to the ground in a few weeks.’ 
I went into the old sitting room, where 
on a lounge in the corner I kissed mother 
good night for the last time in this world 
one winter’s night thirty years ago, then 
up the creaking stairs into her bed-room 
where she died. I pictured again the 
death scene. Father with bowed head at 
the bedside; myself and younger brother 
at the foot, and all of us crying like chil- 
dren; the physician counting the pulse 
beats; and then the heart-breaking mes- 
sage ‘‘ It’s all over.” Oh, how it all came 
back to me standing there! And then into 
my little room, where, as a boy, night 
afcer night, at mother’s knee, I knelt in 
evening prayer. 


** And somehow with that little prayer, 
And a dear voice ringing in my ears, 
My thoughts went back to distant years, 
And lingers with a dear one there. 


And as I hear the child’s Amen, 
My mother’s face comes back to me, 
Couched at her side I seem to be, 
And mother holds my hands again.” 


Every inch of the time-worn walls and 
floors were fraught with tender memories 
of the long ago, but I had not the heart 
to go further; down the stairs again where 
she was carried out, and there I resolved, 
God helping me, that some glad day I 
would take mother’s arm again; when the 
white hair had turned to locks of burn- 
ished gold, and the wrinkles had been 
supplanted by the bloom and beauty of 
eternal youth, I would walk with her on 
the streets of the beautiful city in that 
blest land where ‘‘ the lips never murmur 
farewell.” I stood upon the sidewalk 
with my eyes wet with tears and glanced 
back lovingly at the old home, and bade it 
goodbye forever. The Master’s promise 
was never sweeter: ‘“‘In my FH'ather’s 
house are many mansions. If it were not 
so I would have told you. I go to pre- 
pare a place for you, andif I go and pre- 
pare a place for you I will come again, 
and receive you unto myself, that where 
I am there ye may be also.” And as the 
old home faded out of my sight, I went 
singing through the snow: 

“There’s a city that looks o’er the valley of 

death, 


And its glories can never be told; 
There the sun never sets, and the leaves never 


fade, 
In that beautiful city of gold.’’ 
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I was indeed glad to get back to my 
work in the Navy Yard, for it is the dear- 
est spot in all the world to me. Here I 
have seen scores of men-o’-war’s men 
swept into the kingdom of God, and here, 
if God wills, I want to spend my latest 
breath in telling of the majesty, beauty, 

ower and love of Jesus my Saviour. 
Siaane my absence the services at Libra- 
ry Hall were conducted by the chaplains 
of the North Atlantic squadron, viz.: 
chaplains McAuisteR of the Brooklyn, 
Hors of the Jowa, Roycr of the New 
York, Isaacs of the Massachusetts, and 
Jones of the Texas, and I desire in these 
columns to tender each one of them my 
heartfelt thanks for their great kindness. 

This month I have received ninety-one 
comfort bags from New York City, Litch- 
field and Wallingford, Conn., all of which 
have keen judiciously distributed. Dur- 
ing the year 1897 1 have received just 
one thousand of these bags from all parts 
of the country and they are <cattered on 
our ships of war on all the seas of earth, 
silent messer gers for Christ. Nearly all 
of these bags contained a terder Chris- 
tian letter in the same spirit as the fol- 
lowing received from South Boston: 

“My dear brother : 1 send ycu cordial 
greetings from the branch of the White 
Ribbon Army lccated here, who contrib- 
ute these little articles for your use. I 
love the ocean very much and have sailed 
upon it in tempests and calms. My hus- 
band is a sea captain and my father was 
a sailor, I lived very close to a navy 
yard in my childhcod and these things 
endear all the sailors to me, whether in 
the navy or in the great merchant marine. 
From my window | can see your beauti- 
ful white war ships in Bostcn harbor. 
What wonders they are! They are like 
our lives, calm and quiet in the still sun- 
shine, apparently unmovable, but quickly 
tossed about when temptation and adver- 
sity overtake. Then will the ship show 
of what material she is made, if she with- 
stands the gale. So will we show our 
character and stability if we overcome 
the billows of temptation which are all 
around us. May our Heavenly Father 
help each one of us on sea and land to 
serve Him faithfully.” 

Personal touch with the men is, I find, 
the only road to their hearts, and I have 
learned from experience that a kindly 
letter written in a Christian spirit is al- 
ways gladly received by sailors, and is 
productive of good. 

_ “Tam greatly pleased to hear of your 
improving heaith, and I want to thank 
you for your kindness to me, particularly 
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for the new thoughts and new desires 3 
inspired. It may please you to know t4 
you have been a very potent factor) 
bringing me to a realization of my 
and a desire to change. Remember : 
in your prayers.” 

««T have been sent to a splendid sh 
the best in all the fleet perhaps, but | 
wickedness here is something awful, ¢ 
I have often been moved to tears wh 
listening to the blasphemy all around » 
I try to set an example and say wha 
can for my Saviour, but it is hard lir: 
when I tell you I do not know of anoti 
professing Christian in the ship’s cc; 


wander away from God in any way, bu 
do so earnestly wish that more could 
shown the way, and I pray very ofter 
this end.” 

‘‘ How glad I am that I was brough? 
see my great folly in disobeying God ; 
refusing His offers of mercy and love 
am lost in wonder at the great change= 
tween the old life and the new. On 
beautiful Sabbath morning my heart 
filled with love to my Saviour, and I ]| 
Him more than ever before.” 

“¢ My hope is built on nothing less th 
Jesus and His righteousness, and His j 
cious blood cleanseth me from all | 
Surely God’s mercy is from everlastin 
everlasting. How many times I gr 
Him, yet He loves mestill. Yes, Helo 
me with an everlasting love and } 
grateful I am for His long suffering 
loving-kindness to me the chief of | 
ners.” 

Wherever I go through the land I m 
with Christian mothers who have sone 
the navy, and they tell me what gy 
benefit these services have been to tl 
toys. I met one of these mothers ouc 
Towa, and at the close of the meeting ; 


fireman who attended the meeting 
which I spoke, told me he was praying: 
me cne night in the cab of the engy 
one hundred and twenty miles away, 
the hour when the services commen: 
Another uniformed official at the de: 
as I left for New York, grasped me wai 
ly by the hand and oa ** Good-bye 


invitation of chaplain Jonzs of the Tew 
Mrs. Woop sung at a recent Sabbath a: 


ice on that ship, and the Rev. J. M. 
RAR, D.D., of Brooklyn, preached a 
‘tical sermon to a large and highly in- 
ited audience. 
uring the month I was invited to 
‘k in the Roseville Avenue Presbyte- 
Church, Newark, N. J., and God 
sed our song and speech in the con- 
on of precious souls. We have been 
ed to return, which we shall do soon. 
‘e were very glad to welcome our dear 
d, Captain Doar, of the Sailors’ 
e, New York, at one of our meetings 
, of which he took charge, and his 
was blessed of God to the spiritual 
are of those who heard him. All the 
have left the Yard, and the recruit- 


mont is closed, and but very few men 
he dock, and as a consequence our 
nees are quite small, and will be for 

weeks to come. We have instituted 
ies of Bible readings at the night ser- 

and the men are greatly pleased 
at; persons who have never been 
snt at our meetings attend regularly, 
‘the Holy Spirit is working on the 
ts of our little congregations as never 
re. In these readings I take a seat 
ng the men, and with our Bibles in 


; 


to come to Christ is always extended 
| many have turned from sin to right- 
ness, 


ee 
| Florida. 
PENSACOLA, 


rt. Henry C, CusHman writes on Jan- 
7 As 

ur work among seamen during the 
, year has been constant, direct, and 
ful. Both seamen and citizens have 
1 directed to the ‘‘ Lamb of God that 
th away the sins of the world.” Some 
have been thoughtless and indiffer- 
have said with David ‘‘I will take 
lto my ways.” Intemperance is still 
sailor’s curse. The persons who sell 
. frothy slop called beer are insidious 
and will strand many a human bark. 
re is another thing we dislike to see, 
that is, a sailor turning tramp. The 
yr tramp is something like the genuine 
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tramp, always looking for a ship he does 
not want. We have received from Mr. 
E. F. Munster, of Belfast, Ireland, sev- 
eral packages of tracts in many languages 
to help some eleven nationalities. Mr. 
P. P. WauntstapD, of Lorin, Cal., has 
sent us regularly a bundle of the Gode 
Nyheder (Good News), which is appre- 
eiated by our Scandinavian friends, and 
we have been gratified to receive applica- 
tions for Spanish and Italian Testaments. 

Number of American ships in port 
since last statement, 5, British, 21, all 
others, 72; religious services in Bethel, 
26, elsewhere, 13; average attendance of 
seamen at religious services, 14, of others, 
9; religious visits to hospital, 26, on 
ships, 167, in boarding-houses, 46; Bibles 
and Testaments distributed, 77, religious 
papers, 627, tracts, 1,087; temperance 
pledges, 1. 

—___—-¢ << --- 


Georgia. 
SAVANNAH. 


Mr. H. Iverson writes on January 14: 


Number of American ships in port 
since last statement, 174, all others, 137; 
religious services held, 38; average at- 
tendance of seamen, 46; visits made to 
vessels for religious purposes, 205, hospi- 
tals, 11; temperance meetings held, 11. A 
great deal of tracts, Testaments and other 
reading matter has been distributed to 
the vessels and in hospitals. 

We have much to be thankful for the 
blessings that God has bestowed upon us 
in the past year. By His blessings we 
haye been able to move into our new 
building; we moved in last November, 
though the building was far from com- 
pleted. This was a great inconvenience 
to our work, though I was willing to put 
up with that to get away from the bar- 
room which was pu up under our old 
stand. Our chapel was ready for Christ- 
mas, and the Ladies’ Auxiliary of the 
Port Society gave a very large festival, 
and the attendance was two hundred and 
twenty-five seamen. The Rev. Mr. Jor- 
DAN, of the First Presbyterian Church, 
conducted the service. We also had a 
few presents sent by Mrs. HaBersHam 
Cuay, which were given to the seamen, 
and which added a great deal to the en- 
joyment of the men, I am in hopes that 
by next Christmas we will have enough 
eiceneg to distribute among all the men, 

ecause all the ladies have promised to 
take that matter in hand. I also hope by 
the grace of God that the Port Society 
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will be able to do a great deal of good to 
the men of the sea in this new year In 
which we have just entered. 


[The Rev. R. Wess writes “‘the new 
building is a beautiful edifice, an orna- 
ment to the city, for which brother IvER- 
son and the Port Society deserve much 
credit.” Ep.] 


——$_—<>+<.——____—- 


Oregon. 
ASTORIA. 


The Rev. Jounston McCormac writes 
on January 3: 


Jam ashamed of my report for this quar- 
ter. The terrible storms which we have 
had this winter account for the matter to 
a great extent, These storms have been 
so severe as to drive five of our large ships 
upon the sands. During these storms it 
was almost impossible to go to ships in 
small boats. And besides this I have 
been laid up for nearly a whole month 
with a severe attack of the grip. [am 
well again, thank God, and yesterday I 
held service on board the Drumburion. 
‘We had a dozen sai ors present in the 
forecastle, a congregation which for seri- 
ousness and devotion could hardly be sur- 
passed, and God was with us. Our rail- 
road is near completion, and would very 
likely have been finished by this time, 
but for the heavy rain storms and the 
consequent land slides which have con- 
siderably impeded track- laying. 

Number of American ships in port 
since last statement, 10, all others, 50; 
religious services held on shipboard, 7, 
elsewhere, 2; average attendance of sea- 
men at religious services, 12, of others, 
7; religious visits on ships, 30, in board- 
ing-houses, 16; Bibles and Testaments 
distributed, 1, tracts, 5,553, packages of 
reading matter to outgoing ships, 3. 


> a> a 


Washington. 
SEATTLE, 


The Rey. THos. ReExEs writes on Janua- 
ry 15: 


Taking the work on the whole it is re- 
markable how many sailors get to our 
meetings, especially when we remember 
how far some of them have to come; often 
& mile or more; and one night this week 
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of a congregation of perhaps one hund 
there were twelve seamen, three of wii 
gave their hearts to God, and two oth 
rose and asked us to pray for them, 
we had a place and called it a Seame 
Bethel, as far as the work is concern 
we should do about the same as we? 
doing. Rent and light have to be 
for, and this comes entirely from col) 
tions; the churches have not paid ao 
lar to the work this year, but the - 
deavor Societies meet with us onca 
week in turns, the pastors are all in ss 
pathy with the work and often 
down with their young people and pre 
for us. The local board is hard to » 
together, but consists of noble Christ 
men, but tied down to their busing 
They are in sympathy with the wy 
among seamen, and always treat me ¥ 
the utmost cordiality. 

Report for year ending December * 
1897: Number of visits to ships, 486 
boarding-houses, 114, to hospitals, 57 
Port Blakely, 17; services held in Bei} 
581, on board ship, 4, at Port Blak: 
17; sermons preached, 272; letters w 
ten, 144; tracts distributed, 1,022, papy 
8,815; ships visited, 176, at 15 to a em 
of seamen would give of seamen, 2,f 
rose for prayers, 193; professed cont 
sions, 74; conversions among seamen, 
backsliders reclaimed, 4, 


PORT TOWNSEND. 


Mr. C. L. Terry writes on January 


Eleven since last report have profe 
a change of heart. As a rule all of | 
converts are seamen, but among this n 
ber were three farmers who attended | 
meetings during a session of cour 
which they were witnesses in a mu’ 
trial. The murdered man’s brother * 
among the converts. 

We have had some blessed service 
ships in the harbor. Last Lord’s | 
while holding service on a British sz 
during the singing the old captain vy 
tears running down his cheeks got up « 
went out. After service he said ‘I eo: 
not stay; it brought back to me my h 
life.” The old man then unburdenedi 
heart and told of a sore trial that | 
come to his home recently, and aske¢ 
to pray for him. Will the readers of 
remember this case when before our F* 
er in prayer. | 

I enclose some letters received by) 
from the dear boys of the sea which 
will kindly return to me. The t 
spoken of by our brother on the U, §j 


AND 


igon were from a fine lot sent us by 
, Munster, in Belfast, Ireland. 
-hristmas evening was spent pleasantly. 
had an entertainment with refresh- 
ts through the kindness of the sur- 
n of the U.S. Marine Hospital. The 
en there were allowed to attend and 
re in the merriment with their more 
unate mates. The decorations were 
, best in the city. The seamen them- 
es took this in hand and it was done 
aip-shape.” New Year’s night a dele- 
on from the Bethel attended watch- 
ht service at the M. H. Chureh and, 
he bells were ringing out the old and 
she new, five of our seamen knelt with 
rs at the altar and asked that the old 
might be blotted out and the new come 
and we took up the refrain ‘“ Ring 
| bells of heaven, there is joy to-day.” 
“I thank God for the mission in Port 
wnsend and the talk and prayers 1 had 
yourself and wife, for it set me to 
king how foolish I was to continue in 
when God was so wonderfully good. 
ss Hisname He made me cry ‘God be 
rciful to me and heal my backslidings.’ 
heard my prayer and set me on the 
ck, Christ Jesus.” 
“We had a south-west gale and for 
ut four days we never expected to see 
again. The seas were running moun- 
as high. We lost all the sails we had 
jept two, and in the middle of it all we 
; the mate, who dropped dead on the 
yp. I can tell you we would not have 
xd much longer if the gale had not 
erated; but, thank God, I had Him 


I too am very thankful to our blessed 
venly Father for His love and kind- 
is in taking me back into His fold, and 
| proving Jesus to be a satisfying Sa- 
rday by day. I am glad to hear of 
ur Se meetings at the Bethel, etc. 
y God bless the ‘Chinese boy.’ God 
10 respector of persons; He saves all 
p will come unto Him by Christ Jesus. 
jank you for sending up the letter from 
ne, I was very glad to get it also. Miss 
BBLE is quite well and sends her re- 
dsto you. She is at present in the 
uglas Mission. The other missionaries 
' well and doing good work for the 
ster. I would like very much to see 
tall. I suppose I would hardly know 
children, as they grow so fast. I hope 
see you all some time. I am at present 
tking in a saw mill,” 
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‘©The tracts which you sent were very 
welcome. You have been really very 
thoughtful in selecting them, for we have 
all nationalities on board and the boys al- 
ways like to read something in their native 
language. You did not even forget to 

ut some Chinese leaflets in the collection. 

e have some nice Chinese boys on board 
and I am a good friend of theirs. When 
I received your letter I planned for a 
meeting next Sunday night, but last 
night 1 heard that we are going away to 
Bremerton this morning and I am so sor- 
ry to leave here without seeing you and 
Mrs. Terry. It was not possible for me to 
come over for there was no liberty for any 
one in this port except the mail orderly. 
We may take later a spin around in the 
Sound again and I may have a chance to 
get on liberty here, for we don’t expect to 
go into the dock before the latter part of 
January, and we may not lay at Bremer- 
ton all the time. 

‘*We have now a chaplain on board. 
His name is Mr. McIntyre. He is a very 
nice man, and has Sunday church sere 
vices on board. They are well attended. 
We are still having our Christian En- 
deavor meetings among ourselves twice a 
week. We received a draft of men in San 
Francisco from the Thetis’ old crew and 
among them were some true Christian 
boys. We have now eight names on our 
membership list, and are all true to our 
Saviour. Sometimes we cannot have our 
meetings on the gun-deck on Sunday 
night, because the brass band, which we 
now have on board, wants to play in the 
evenings and so we are compelled to 

o down in our old place on the orlop 

eck, where the music will not interfere 
with our talking. Glory to God! that we 
have better music in our souls than all 
the brass bands put together could make, 
and the amusements of this world have 
no attraction for me any more. I am sor- 
ry to hear that Mrs. Terry has been sick, 
but thank God that’she is better now and 
will be able to take part again in the 
meetings, for they must be very dry with- 
out her taking part in them. She is so 
kind and all the boys who have attended 
the meetings speak so well of her. I send 
her this book-mark as a little souvenir.” 

‘‘Although I went pretty well down in 
sin yet the Spirit of bod kept with me, 
and I feel that I can never repay Him for 
His goodness to me. I am going to sea 
happy and well saved. I came out from 
all my companions and asked Jesus for 
forgiveness two weeks ago in the Salva- 
tion Army meeting.” 
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The Planets for March, 1898. 
Mercury will not be well visible. 
Venus will not be visible. 

Mars will not be well visible. 

Juprrer will be a conspicuous object the 
entire night; in opposition to the Sun 
March 25. 

Sarurn will rise after midnight, and 
will be visible in the south-east and south 
the rest of the night. 

Princeton. kts 


——= + <___—_ 
Sailors’ Home, New York. 
190 CHERRY STREET. 


Reported by F. Alexander, Lessee, for the 
month of 
JANUARY, 1898. 


Total arrivals.........- Sposoconbdancodsdo 83 
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Receipts for January, 1898. 


New HAMPSHIRE. 


Keene, Mrs. H. B. Eastman.......... 
Portsmouth, Portsmouth Seamen’s 
Friend Society, received per EH. P. 
Kimball, trustee..... BRACES aOUI00 


$ 1 00 


50 00 
VERMONT. 


Bennington, Second Congregational 
Churchivccewesviec see 


MASSACHUSETTS, 


Dalton, Mary E. Crane...... Basen fe 
Oxford, Congregational Church...... 
Randolph, Miss S. B. Alden...... Ie 
Southampton, nae ibe hess Chure 
Sunday School, of which $20 for 
WHOTOTY; ec claieh nicectss Sere atso yn seve 
Uxbridge, balance of bequest o 
Sarah B. Ellis, late of Uxbridge, 
per W. W. Thayer, administrator. 


Rxopx IsLAnp. 


Pawtucket, Pawtucket Con ion- 
. ee, a nalegeste reotes “ 
rovidence, Union Congregati 1 
Sunday School....... es 5 a 
Pilgrim Congregational Church.... 


ConNECTICUT. 


Bethel, First Congregational Church. 
Danbury. First Congregational Ch., 
to constitute Charles H. Taylor 
and Thomas McCorkle, Life Mem- 

OPS i ances clsinefneniplacisiscienicien ceicbite 
Enfield, First Congregational ch. 
Greenwich, for a bee Vane iy come 
of Luther Prescott Hubbard, by 
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From a friend, ....-----.seeeeees, 
Hartford, Pearl Street Congregation- 
al Sunday School, for library... 
Warburton fide ei Sunday School 
of First Church........-+---eecees 
Lebanon, Mrs. D.S. Woodworth...+- 
Lyme, First Congregational Church, 
Rev. E. F. Burr, D.D 
Milford, First Congregational Church. 
Norwich. First Congregational Ch . 
Greenville Congregational Church. 
Southington, Mrs. E. L. Robbins .-- 
South Britain, Congregational Ch... 
Southport, Congregational Sunday 
SCHOO sac wcisajac ae opin oswiecela ain sais 
Thomaston, First Congregational Ch. 
Westport, Saugatuck Congregation- 
al Church.... -. 
Wilton, Congregational Church...... 


New YORE. 
Brooklyn, Mrs. Emily P. Ritchie, for 
L  eubdannconvibrias <4 ah acts eee 


TV i., eee nee eee a55 
New York City, Elbridge 
M.H 


T. Gerry... 


sees r ee ess eeroeececssessssses 


Morris K. JeSSUP -0+e +0. OS5E seanese 


Collections on 
of the International Navigation 
Co.’s lines, received per H. G 
Phillips, cashier......... Racecar 

Received per Oelrichs & Co. one- 
half the proceeds of a collection 
taken on board North German 
Lloyd steamer Werra, December 
16, 1897, from Genoa for New 
York, donated to the purposes of 
the AMERICAN SSAMEN’S* FRIEND 
SOOIMEV coerce cei sesisinsicte seine caseeme 

Miss Rachel L. Kennedy..........«+ 

Mrs. D. C. Blai 


New JERSEY. 


‘Blairstown, W. H. Vail, for library.... 
Mrs. C. E. Vail for library ........ 
Bugler coe: Englewood Presbyterian 


AMBS wees: eon, caccaaedel unlestceete 
Madison, First Presbyterian Church. 
Newark, Second Presbyterian Ch,.. 

ESD ouelas sess ccceee Sue cosa” 6 
Newfield, ‘‘From a niece of Danie 


DELAWARE. 


New Castle, Hetty Smith, for a libra- 
in memory of Ellen Logan Smith, 
“She being dead, yet speaketh 2a 


GEORGIA, 

Augusta, Mrs. Gamaliel G. Smith.... 
MINNESOTA. 

Northfield, Mary Stegner........s00.. 
New Mexico. | 

Socorro, Rev. M. Matthieson.......e- 4 
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doy poop joad r 
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eee Suv HOINM Lv 
SES {Lah 
ee $LYOd 1€ 3HL 
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aan NF z00 
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= AUGIOS (NET S.NGINVES NVOREIY 


esa SHL AS G3daiv 


oz 


PILF 6, 


ae = NGUIVIS OL SNOISSIN |, 


t ‘tas « OF OHAPLAINS, MISSIONARIES, Ete, AIDED ‘BY ‘THIS SOOIETY. 


i 


se ee AE a cian ‘I. Berg. aie A Hae ee ei ies er 
‘Stockholm... Pivcctewitdey wee le Fecaerom, pre Gy a eas oo strana 
PSUNGSVAN So eases cess ug ntes Rev. E Hriksson. ; j 
> Gottenborg....+. seeeorceoneee Chistian Nielsen aa 5, i 
LRK, Doiron sues ssaceeRey. A, Wollesen: .” 
PERS coere saints British & American Sailors’ Inst., HM. ‘Sharpe, 
ies e+s Antwerp Seamen’s Friend Society, Rev, J. Adams”! 
/...Genoa Harbor Mission, Rev. Donald Miller, 

. Naples Harbor | Mission. Rev. T. Johnstone Trving. 
..Seamen’s'Rest.-F. Wood, SuneHnter dents, 
~W.H. Dowling. 
| Rev, .W.'T, austen. | 
iJ. M, Harmon. 


mekarachi,. 3)... ae: 
5 ae apa eae eeiyie lois 


ODOC wine se neraeveraeer en ssies : a 


Nagasaki. ccssescec ss scee peas aati 
), Valparaiso. . wititRev. Paul Thompson. ‘ 
SENTINE REPUBLIC, Buenos. Ayres. . Buenos Ayres Sailors Home nae Mission. 
| ar Rosario... ... Rosario Sailors’ Home & Mission, F. Ericsson. Y 
TRA, Funchal. eee eee Lae ald |. Mission to Sailors & Sailors’ Rest, Wm: Geo, Smart. | 
‘CHUSETTS, hen ier Shae wees «ese Gloucester Fishermen’s Inst., ‘Rey. E. C. Charlton; 
NECTIOUT, New Havyen.. Pi iweieis ome .. Woman’ s Sea, Hriend Soo’ 'y ‘of Conhecsicuk. Rev. 
“York, New York City!, A eae RPE Sai eed Wm. Dollar. ‘ 2 [John-O. Bere. 
: Brooklyn, U. 8. Navy Yard.. .M.Wood.. ; « 
1 GINIA, Norfolk....... iets lene wim  Norion Port Botictiey Rev. J. B. Merritt. 


Wilmington. Port Society; Rev. Jas. Carmichael, 
..Oharleston Port Society, Rev. C. E. Chichester, 

’ Pensacola Port Society; Henry’C. Cushman. ~- 
Savannah Port Society, H. Iverson.'" y 
:;Mobile Port Society, Rev. R. A. Mickle... we 
New Orleans Port Society. Rev. R.) E, Steele. 4 
+ Portland Seamen’s Frient Soc? ys Rey. A. Robinson. i 
Rev. J..MWeCormac. 

«.Lacoma Seamen’s Friend Soe" 'Y; Rev. R. S Stubbs. 
cattle... ’. Seattle Seamen's Friend Society, Rey. Thos, Rees. . 
Port’ Townsend... .. Pt. Townsend Sea, Friend Society, C. L. Terry. 


Directory of Sailors?’ Homes and Erivate. ‘Boarding “Houses. 


Location. ' Established by ." Keepers. 
grSMOUTH, N. H., No. 104 Market St Seamen's Aid Society~-<./0- James FB. Binuehion: 

/STON,Mass., N. Sq:. Mariners’ House Boston Seamen’ - Aid Soe’y : Capt. J.P. Hatch, 

Phineas Stowe Sea. Home... Lad. Beth. Soc., § N. Bennet St. George C. Smith. 

“ Charlestown,46 Water St ©... Epis. vied Mission. Fee aes eevee. JOhn Allen, Supt.’ ')/ Bee 
»East Boston, 120 Marginal Sts is 2. ‘James M. Battles, Supt. . 

BEDFORD, Mass., 14 Bethel Court. Ladies’ ‘Br. N. B. P. 8...-.. E; Williams. : 

York, N. Y., 190 Cherry Street... Amer. Sea. Friend Society... F. Alexender, Lessee, ° 

tae @ BY Market St... Epis, Miss. Soc. for Seamen “H: Smith. ' 

OKLYN, N. Y,, 172-Carroll St... Seandinav’n Sailors’ Home Capt. C. ‘Ullenars, Supt. | 

Be os 112 Kirst Placesi.... ‘Pinnish Guth: Sea. Rome... - 

| LADELPHTA, Pa., 422 South Front8t. Peun.’ i : - Capt. B.S, Lippincott. 
YPIMORE, mMd,, 418 South Ann SULCOD) cerns sieiaisiva ese eeeec ieee ee en's'e) (MISS Ellen Brown. 

ei - 1787 Thames St...... Port Miss., Woman’ 8 kn? sf ae ‘loquith Matron 

IMIncTon, N. C., Front & Dock Sts. Wilmington, Port Society...) — ; 

aRtEsTON, 8. C., 44 Market St...... Ladies’ Sea, Friend Society . Capt: H. gc Cordes... 

iBILE, AlA.----ce-roe- bteaee Ra Ladies’ Sea. Fr’nd Society. —— es —_ 
ORLEANS, La / EX: ©. Sea. Friend Society... Halvor Iverson: 

N PRANcISco, Cal... 8. F. Sea. Friend Soc’ Yor Capt. Melvin Staples. 

ROLAND, eee, Portland Sea. Fr’nd:Soc’y. Rev. A. Robinson. 

tw Havan, OOMD += tseenceesenesre res Ladies’ Sea. Friend Society Rev. J 0: Bergh, Supt 


AEA HEN EES” CHURCHES. 


f ‘Location. Aided by ‘ atondcees 
RTLAND, Mz,,Fort St..n. Custom A. Portland Sea. Fr’nd Soc’ J. . Rev. F. Southworth, © | 
STON. Mass) 332 Hanover St... is». Baptist Bethel Society....... “A. Si Gilbert, > 
ethel, 287 Hanover St.....-<+..-. Boston Sea, Friend Soc’y.. ‘* 8.8. Nickerson, - 
t Boston Bethel..s.cccesvesseese Methodist......:..4:eece0-“* L, B. Bates, 
ovcESTER, Mass. 6 Duncan St...... Gloucester Fish’rmen’ sInst. ..'E. C. Chariton. 
\fw, BEDFORD, Mas6...-....-.+-.+--+.. New Bedford Port Society. ‘* E. Williams, 
| Cee Conn. Bethel, 61 Water. Woman's Sea. Friend Soc’y \“¢ John O. Bergh 
iw YORE, N.Y, Catharine: c, Madison New York Port Society.... ** Samuel. Boult. 
128 Charlton Strect....-s.ercseeaee ‘¢ .W.S: Branch — Mr. . John McCormack, | 
‘Pike Street, E. R..... -. Episcopal: Miss’ Society....' Rev. A R: Mansfield. 
; Washington Street... ee The Sea. Christian Ass'n...) Snort Wright, 


H CAROLINA, Wilmington. 
eae Vantaa 


ENG. 341 West Street, N. Rea... ‘Episcopal Miss. Society .... te WALA, Gardiner. 
‘Coenties Slip... cs... sseeeeenss coos“. Taaac Maguire. 
BBCAV ED Obcehcsediivneweses oislee e's Finnish Lutheran Sea. Chi. NW. K. Durehman: 


JOKLYN, N. Y., U.S. Navy Yard... Am. Sea. Friend Society.++. Mr. .J.M. Weod. 
81 Atlantic Avenué...........-«s«. New York Port Society.... 
93 9th Street, near 3rd Avenue.. Dan. Ev..Luth, Sea. Miss’n. | Rev. R. Andersen. 
Erie Basin.........2...../cee.c0e-. Episcopal Miss, Society.-.-. » *"  Tsaac Maguire. 
andinavian Seamen’s Church, .. 
‘William St., near Richard Stacsa Nor. Luth, Sea, Mission... Ss Jakob Bo. 
ELPHIA, Pa. e. Front & Union.. Presbyterian...:....se....-  ‘ H.F. Lee, 
Front cor, Front and Queen Sts,. Episcopal......--s0c-se0-06s * Francis W. Burch, 
nt Street, above Navy Yard... Baptist....ss..«e+ poe ee $ 
ashington Ave, and Third 8t.... Methodist........ aia'e  W. Downey. 
oS Missionary, 1420 Chestnut St.) .cc-.se.cecsencs bens caeccens” / EL N. Harris. 
MuMOR Md. Aliceanna&Bethel Sts Seamen’s Un. Bethel Soc’y. , “ G. W. Heyde. 
No. 815 8. Broadway... oo=-evee- POPE MissiONess: oo, cee-oee- Mr. Kirby S. Willis. 
pare, Nee mane near Madison ‘Norfolk Sea. Fr’nd Soc y.. Rev. J ‘b. Merritt. 


INGTON, Geee- ees cee cve.:se. Wilmington Port Society... J, Carmichael;D.D,. 
A TON, 8.C., 44 &.46 Market St.. Charleston Port Society... | “>. E. Chichester. 
ANNA: GE\ oo: cencvebcves tees cbhex. Amer, Sea, Exlene Soc! Yee ‘* H. Iverson, 
RCOUA, MIA. sa soescaelotcd ci semweeis oo. Mr. Henry C. Cushman, 


E Ala., eared St.,near Water ‘  * §§ vee | Rev. R.A. Mickle, 
La., Fulton & Jackson, Brosbytoviation wer ck * -R.. E.. Steele. 

Cal'scs.ccc-se0e vao-ss San Francisco Port Society. ‘J, Rowell. | 

“Amer. Sea. Friend: Soc’y... ** .A. Robinson, 


76 Wall Street, New York. | 


ORGANIZED, MAY, 1828_INCORPORATED, APRIL, 1838. 
JAMES W. ELWELL, President. 


W. CO. STITT, D.D., Secretary. 


BoARD-OF TRUSTEHS. 


EDWARD B. COE, D. D., LL.D., WILLIAM C. STURGES, 


42 West pane Street, New York. 
ENOS N.- TAFT 

76 Wall Street, New York. 
JAMES W. ELWELL, 

7 47 South pereet, New York. 

W. IRVING COM 

59 William ae New York. 
ELBERT A. BRINCKERHOFF, 

109 Duane Street, New York. 
CHARLES EK. WALLACE 

52 Broadway, New York. 
A. G. VERMILYE, D.D., 

Englewood, N. J. 
JOHN DWIGHT 

63 WallStreet, New York, 
SAMUEL ROWLAND, 

47 Water Street, "New York. 
FREDERICK STURGES, 

76 Wall Street, New. York. 
GEORGE BELL, 

68 South Street New York. 


OBJECTS OF THE SOCIETY. 


ARTICLE II, (of the Constitution: The object of this Society. shall be to imp 
social and moral condition of seamen, by uniting the efforts of the wise and. good 
behalf ; by promoting in every port Boarding Houses of good character, Sa ngs” 
Register offices, ‘Libraries, Museums, Reading” Rooms, and Schools; and also then m 
tions of the Gospel, and other religious blessings.’ a: 4 


CHAPLAINS.—In addition to its chaplaincies in the United Statea: the Society 
in JaPAn,'Cuiun, §, A., the MAprrra ISLANDS, ICELAND, SWEDEN, Norway, DENMA 
MANY, Honianp, Betarum, France, Irany, and Inpra, A list of the: ‘chaplains, 
always be ready to befriend the sailor, is given on the preceding page. 


‘Loan Lisrartes.—An important part of the Society’s work, and one greatly b =f 
God to the good of seamen, is that of placing on board ships going to sea, libraries, 
posed of carefully selected, instructive, and entertaining books, put up in cases cor 
between thirty-five and forty volumes each, for the use of ships’ officers and cre 
donor of each library is informed when and where it goes, and to whom itis entrust 
whatever of. interest is heard from itis communicated as far as possible. The w 
ber of new libraries sent out by the Society up to April 1, 1897, was 10,379. Calculat 
reshipments, their 553,685 volumes have been. accessible‘to more’ than 395,037 mi 
dreds of hopeful conversions at.sea have been reported ag traceable to. this in 
tality. A large proportion of these libraries have been provided. ‘by special contr 
from Sabbath-Schools. Twenty dollars furnishes a library, 


THE Sattors’ Homa, No, 190 Cherry | Street, New York, is the pone of this 
and is leased under careful, judicious restrictions. It is unsurpassed in comfo 
Sailors’ Home in the world; its moral and religious influences cannot be fully es 
but many seamen have there been led to Christ. Destitute, shipwrecked ; 
vided for at the Homm. A missionary of the Society resides i in the-Home, an 
temperance meetings are held daily. The Lessee receives and cares for the sa; 
sailor guests and a large amount has thus been saved to seamen and. their families. 


A list of tie Society’s periodicals will be found on the second page of the cover 
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76. Wall Street, Ne ew York. 


Morristown, NJ. 
EDGAR L. MARSTON,‘ 
~- 33 Wall Street, New York. 
CHAS. A. A, STODDARD, D:D., 
456 Fifth Avenue, ‘New York.» 
WM, E. STIGER,. ’ 
155 eee) New York. 
DANIEL BARNES, 
76 Wall Street. New York. 
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23 West 39th Street, New York, 
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76 Wall Street, New York. 
NORMAN FOX, D.D Y 
Morristown, N. Rs eae 


94 Remsen Street, Brooklyn, 
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